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‘What is it exactly that you do?’ - During the Christmas
holidays, this is a question I have been asked  by family
and friends with respect to my time at Deveron
Projects. A hugely varied role, dependant on the
projects at hand, this question has proved difficult to
answer concisely. 
 
Hospitality and cooking, event organisation and
marketing, funding applications and proofreading, and
the production of a recipe book, have made up the bulk
of four months spent at Deveron Projects. Alongside
these tasks, my role as graduate trainee has also
involved attending Town Team meetings, taking part in
forestry maintenance sessions at the White Wood,
liaising with visiting artists, and even assisting curator
Alix Rothnie on research trips to create a Town
Collection geocache for a Pictish stone circle. 
 
Whilst I have thoroughly enjoyed the diverse range of
often creative and sociable tasks, this was not without
its difficulties. Originally applying for the Project
Internship position, perhaps a more easily definable
role, it took me a while to understand my position
within the organisation. Although I was primarily
assisting the director, Claudia, tasks came from all
corners of the office. – At times this was confusing and
sometimes meant leaving the office into the evening.  
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However, after a few weeks, the variety of tasks was
both welcomed and timely as a recent graduate looking
for wide, introductory experience within art and social
practise. Furthermore, my time management skills and
ability to prioritise have significantly improved. 
 
In particular, it has been useful to learn about funding
applications. Through both discussion and practise,
Claudia has been a guide through the process of
applying for a variety of grants. Along with a solid
friendship with the Project Intern, Laura Henry, this
experience has equipped me with the confidence and
skills to co-write a proposal of our own for an
independent curatorial project later in the year -
something which the Deveron Projects team have been
supportive of and offered help with. 
 
Initially, having never previously lived in a small town, I
was apprehensive to move from the city with a limited
access to galleries, arts events and music gigs. Huntly
however, has a thriving network of clubs and societies,
and there has been a constant stream of art-related
discussion, not only from friendships with neighbours,
school teachers, members of the local running club,
and colleagues, but also by visiting guests, thinkers and
artists in residence. Conversations with the above have
helped answer personal questions about the current
role of art within a community - something which, as a
recent art history graduate, I have been curious about. 
 
With this constant stream of discussion, incredible
colleagues who are welcomed as friends, and often
evening and weekend work, life at Deveron Projects is
a fully immersive experience, of which I am excited to
continue into the new year as the People’s Act Project
Worker. Many thanks for the past four months and see
you in 2019 DP! 
 
 


