
PERCEPTIONS OF EXPLORATION

Hielan’ Ways 

The Hielan’ Ways symposium is 
one of the first major outputs of The 
Walking Institute, an initiative es-
tablished by Deveron Arts in 2013 
to explore, research and celebrate 
the human pace for and with people 
from all walks of life. 

The two day walking/talking symposium 
brings together mountaineers, artists, anthro-
pologists, cartographers and other profession-
als from a variety of disciplines. 

With the ancient drovers routes in the remote 
area between the Aberdeenshire farmland and 
the Cairngorm Mountains, commonly known 
as the Hielan’ Ways as a backdrop, the event 
will explore the human, cultural and environ-
mental heritage of lesser known regions from 
near and far.

Prof Tim Ingold from Aberdeen University, 
who has undertaken many years of research 
and has written several books on Anthropology 
of walking, will  be chairing the event.

Venue: Richmond Memorial Hall, Tomintoul 
(Tomintoul, at 1,160ft, is widely accepted as 
the highest village in the Highlands) 

/ The Hielan’ Ways
The Hielan’ Ways is a network of ancient life-

lines that run through the country, its hills, for-

ests and moorland; linking villages and burns, 
people and communities in the remote areas 
between Rhynie in the East and Tomintoul in 
the West, the Cabrach in the North and Strath-
don in the South. Their routes pass places of 
significance, largely unexplored: cosmic, ar-
chaeological, mythological, historical, sonic, 
poetic, technological, ‘sporting’, ancient, and 
contemporary. 

Deveron Arts invited walking artist Simone 
Kenyon, internation-
ally renowned fid-
dler Paul Anderson, 
Glenbuchat based 
artist Gill Russell, 
poet/artist Alec Fin-
lay and historian ron 
Brander over the 
year 2013/14 to re-
spond to the Hielan’ 
Ways in the North 
East of Scotland. 

 14 & 15 Nov 2014
Tomintoul

A two day symposium 
investigating the 
various ways of 

exploring known and 
unknown lands through 

walking



Hielan’ Ways
/ Extract From Ower The Hills 
Tae Huntly by Ron Brander

the plight of a people who have forgotten their 
myths, and imagine that somehow, now is all 
there is.

Kate Tempest , Brand New Ancients

We often define ourselves in relation to place, but 
places nest in landscapes and their borders usually 
can’t be strictly defined. Landscape is continuity. No 
one part of it exists in isolation from the rest, and 
we humans cannot live in isolation from it. It seems 
that many try to in our techno-totemic society in the 
21st century. Perhaps sense of place will mean 
something radically different to future generations.

A sense of place comes from more than just 
topography and flora and fauna. It includes the 
phenomenology of the location and its setting.... 
shadow, and wind, and stillness of air, aspect, 
light, vulnerability or comfort, apprehension or fear. 
These are usually ephemeral and/or subjective to 
the person experiencing. But most of all I think it is 

people and their actions, over time, who create a 
sense of place. Heritage, tradition, culture, blood, 
sweat, tears, loss, all contribute to the multi-layered 
complexity of a sense of place. Roots in the past 
are branches of the future. The lens of our present 
perspective can distort the past proportional to 
distance in time.

Reading about and hearing about and remotely 
sensing nature or landscape is not the same as 
being in it and experiencing it first hand. Being in it 
is multi-sensory. But the more knowledge of it that 
we have in our heads while we are in it, the fuller 
will be our understanding and appreciation of it, and 
the more stark will be our future memories of it. One 
of those essential senses is an awareness of and 
alertness to the heritage of a place....

But even as I write this, the poet and artist Alec 
Finlay is working on his project to remotely sense 
the nature and landscape of these same Hielan’ 
Ways. With his unique intuitive skills as word-
smith, and a keen sense of the multiple layers of 
meaning and interpretative possibilities which are 
embedded in the frequently distorted and corrupted 

place names surviving on our modern maps, Alec 
seeks to envision our landscape through words, 
based on his reading of maps and toponymics, and 
combined with the remote feedback of  a person 
who walks the landscape on his behalf, and who 
shares his sensibilities. Gill Russell.  Remote 
walking, in the sense almost of remote-controlled 
walking. So where I write elsewhere that there are 
four dimensions to consider in this landscape.... 
three physical dimensions, allied with the passing 
of time.... it seems there are actually five. The fifth 
dimension is the creative vision and endeavour 
of those artists and original thinkers who are 
encouraged contemporaneously by Deveron Arts 
to interact with the other four dimensions of our 
landscape.

Two Days to Tomintoul
A map by Gill Russell

the yellow mountain

“If you are the yellow mountain
I am the red arms of lichen”

– Octavio Paz

If you are the blue hill
I am heathen stone

If you are Allt na Gaothain
I am spindrift

If you are Allt a’ Mhóir Ghrianaich
I am watersmeet

If you are Tornavannisker
I am ragged little clouds

If you are Càrn a’ Gheòidh I am coming 
to you feather-by-feather

If you are Claisnean
I will lie beside you
in the gloaming

If you reach Sunhoney in time
I will still the summer moon

If you fall by the River Avon what will I 
do then
my bright one?

Alec Finlay



DAY 2: TALKING 
RICHMOND HALL, TOMINTOUL

 9 AM REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

10 AM HIELAN’ WAYS PRESENTATIONS 

WELCOME BY TIM INGOLD

RON BRANDER - OWER THE HILLS TAE HUNTLY

ALEC FINLAY - SOME COLOUR TRENDS

GILL RUSSELL - LORG COIS

SIMONE KENYON - IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF 
NAN SHEPHERD

STEVE BROWN - HOW TREES & WOODLANDS 
MOVE IN THE LANDSCAPE?

PAUL ANDERSON - THE MAKING OF THE 
HIELAN’ SYMPHONY

DISCUSSION

12.30 PM LUNCH BY THE RHYNIE WOMAN

1.30 PM PERCEPTIONS ON EXPLORATION 

INTRODUCTION BY TIM INGOLD

GAVIN PRETOR PINNEY 
CLOUD EXPLORATION & APPRECIATION

KAREN DARKE 
EXPLORING WITHOUT LIMITS

3.30 PM COFFEE

RICHARD LONG 
MY PERCEPTION OF EXPLORATION

DOUG SCOTT 
MY PERCEPTION OF EXPLORATION

DISCUSSION

6 PM THE END
  

Symposium Itinerary

DAY 1: WALKING
TOMINTOUL AND SCALAN AREA

9AM REGISTRATION WITH COFFEE: 

RICHMOND ARMS HOTEL

10AM WALK/BUS TO SCALAN

LUNCH ON ROUTE OR AT SCALAN SEMINARY

4PM  BUS LEAVES SCALAN CAR PARK FOR 

TOMINTOUL

5PM  DINNER RICHMOND HALL

7PM HIELAN’ WAYS SYMPHONY: CONCERT 

BY AND WITH PAUL ANDERSON FOLLOWED BY 

JONNY HARDIE & FRIENDS CEILIDH BAND 

RICHMOND HALL BYOB!

Symposium  Fringe 
Jamming session with 

Jake Williams & Friends 
Bring your instruments! 
      Saturday 7.30 pm 
Richmond Arms Hotel

Hielan’ Ways Shop
Publications for sale

Alec Finlay 
Some Colour Trends £10

Gill Russell 
Lorg Coise £10

Ron Brander 
Ower the Hills tae Huntly (manuscript) £10

Paul Anderson
Hielan’ Ways Symphony (manuscript) £20

Michael Höpfner
Walking off the Grid £10

 



Prof Tim Ingold is Chair of Social 
Anthropology at the University of Aberdeen. He has 
carried out ethnographic fieldwork among Saami 
and Finnish people in Lapland, and has written on 
comparative questions of environment, technology 
and social organisation in the circumpolar North, on 
the role of animals in human society, and on human 
ecology and evolutionary theory in anthropology, 
biology and history. More recently, he has explored 
the links between environmental perception and 
skilled practice. 

Tim is currently writing and teaching on issues on 
the interface between anthropology, archaeology, 
art and architecture, with a particular focus on the 
way in which the activity of walking mediates a 
relation between line-making and the atmospherics 
of weather. Ingold is the author of The Perception of 
the Environment (2000), Lines (2007), Being Alive 
(2011) and Making (2013). 

Tim will be chairing the Hielan’ Ways Symposium. 

.

Douglas Keith Scott CBE, known as 
Doug Scott, is a mountaineer noted for the first 
ascent of the south-west face of Mount Everest 
on 24 September 1975. Scott and Dougal Haston 
were the first Britons to climb Everest during this 
expedition (discounting Mallory and Irvine). Scott’s 
mountaineering career includes over 30 expeditions 
to inner Asia and he is regarded as one of the 
world’s leading high altitude and big wall climbers. 

Other highlights of Scott’s climbing career include: 
1977: Baintha Brakk, more commonly known as 
The Ogre (in Pakistan), and descent with both legs 
broken at the ankle. 1978: Attempt of the west side 
of K2. 1979: North ridge of Kangchenjunga (8586 
m). 1979: Ascent of the north side of Nuptse with 
Georges Bettembourg, Brian Hall and Alan Rouse. 

Scott has climbed the Seven Summits, the highest 
peak on each of all seven continents. He is a past 
President of the Alpine Club and was made a CBE 
in 1994. In 1999 he was awarded the Patron’s 
Medal of the Royal Geographical Society. He was 
presented with the Golden Eagle Award by the 
Outdoor Writers and Photographers Guild in 2005 
and received the Lifetime Contribution Award at the 
2011 Piolet d’Or awards in Chamonix. 
www.dougscottmountaineering.co.uk/

Richard Long is an English artist working in 
sculpture, photography and painting, and is perhaps 
one of the best known British land artists.  In 1967, 
while still a student, Long created the piece, A 
Line Made By Walking, a black and white 
photograph of a path created by the movement 
of his feet in a grass field, setting the precedent 
for walking as an art form. Expanding upon this 
notion of walking as a medium of art, Long began 
embarking on epic journeys on foot, often through 
remote areas and difficult terrain, mediating 
upon his experience of these places according to 
archetypal geometric marks and shapes, made by 
his footsteps alone or gathered from the materials of 
the place, creating subtle, temporary interventions, 
adjusting the natural features of the landscape 
as he passed through. These walks are recorded 
through photography, text works and maps, as well 
as bringing gathered materials from the walks back 
with him into the gallery, making linear or circular 
arrangements upon the floor or ‘mud’ paintings on 
the wall. 

Ultimately guided by a great respect for nature, 
Long seeks “a balance between the patterns 
of nature and the formalism of human, abstract 
ideas like lines and circles. It is where my human 
characteristics meet the natural forces and patterns 
of the world – that is really the sort of subject of my 
work.” Long is the only artist to be nominated for the 
Turner prize four times – reputed to have refused 
the prize in 1984 and winning it in 1989 for White 
Water Walk. He continues to make art from walking 
in landscapes. 
www.richardlong.org 

 

Karen Darke is a paraplegic adventurer and 
athlete who has pursued an ambitious programme 
of challenges with remarkable determination. In 
2006 she became the first paraplegic woman to 
ski across the 600 kilometres of the Greenland 
Ice Cap. In 2012 she represented Team GB at the 
London Paralympics. Karen is an extraordinary 
human being who has touched the lives of many 
through her spirit for adventure. www.karendarke.
com 

Gavin Pretor-Pinney founded The Cloud 
Appreciation Society in 2004. It now has over 
35,000 members in 94 countries. An internationally 
bestselling author, Gavin is a Visiting Fellow at 
Reading University. He won the Royal Society 
Winton Prize for Science Books, considered the 
world’s most prestigious prize for popular science 
writing, and he co-founded the Idler magazine, now 
in its 22nd year, about the importance of downtime 
for creativity. www.cloudappreciationsociety.org

 

Vanessa Collingridge is an award-winning 
journalist, author and broadcaster. She graduated 
from Oxford in Geography and has become a 
regular face and voice on the BBC, ITV, STV 
and Channels 4 and 5, specialising in Science, 
Environment and History that still remain her 

Speakers

“But in the climbing ecstasy of thought, Ere consummation, ere the final peak.”  NanShepherd



passion to this day. Her international career has 
taken her across the globe, making programmes 
in all seven continents including her multi-award 
winning documentary series on Captain Cook and a 
Discovery/BBC Radio 4 series in the Antarctic. Her 
books include the biography Captain Cook and the 
Iron Age warrior queen, Boudica, plus other books 
on history, landscape and exploration. Vanessa 
is now making documentaries for the BBC and 
researching her PhD on the history of cartography 
of the mythical Great Southern Continent.

Jonny Hardie was brought up in 
Aberdeenshire - an area of Scotland culturally rich 
in ballads and fiddle tunes. At the age of eight, 
Jonny started playing fiddle. After leaving school 
he studied viola at the Royal Northern College 
of Music, Manchester. Along with Ian Benzie and 
Buzzby McMillan he formed Old Blind Dogs. Since 
then he toured extensively with the band, was 
involved with a variety of projects including theatre 
and production work and a series of CDs, including 
his first solo album ‘Lucky Jonny’. Apart from Old 
Blind Dogs, Jonny is currently working with Alyth 
McCormack and featuring as a regular guest with 
The Chieftains.

/ Hielan’ Ways Artists

Ron Brander is an Aberdeenshire based 
historian and Chairman of the Huntly Ramblers. 
‘I think of walking not as a category (“outdoor 
activity”) but as a natural state.  I regard the 
landscape as a natural place to be in, and to which 
I am entitled. When in the landscape I am alert to 
the phenomenology of place and moment. I also 
sense great curiosity about what lies out of sight.... 
both in the physical terrain and in the human past. 
The Walking Institute brings a novel focus to bear 
on our rural and urban landscape. It invites creative 
individuals into the landscape to develop novel 
ways of interpreting it and giving expression to it. 
This offers new public opportunities for participation 
in the landscape and for benefiting from the creative 
muse of others’. Ron has written a book about the 
history of the Hielan’ Ways area for Deveron Arts.

Alec Finlay is a Scottish born artist and poet 
whose work crosses a range of media from text, 
sound, sculpture, collage and new technologies. 
Finlay’s work, which often involves or begins with 
walking, reflects upon how we as a culture relate 
and interact with the landscape and nature around 
us. Recent projects include Specimen Colony 
(2008) a permanent artwork for the Bluecoat 

Gallery in Liverpool, The Road North (2010/2011) 
a contemporary word map of Scotland across 
a year long journey through its landscape, and a 
new civic grove for Leeds City, a set of interrelated 
works carved in stone, engraved in steel and sited 
in the trees of Victoria Gardens. Finlay has written a 
book for Deveron Arts on place names in the Hielan’ 
Ways area. www.alecfinlay.com

Simone Kenyon is a performer, artist and 
producer working within a variety of contexts 
between experimental dance, theatre and work that 
explores walking and environments. She has 
worked as a producer for Battersea Arts centre and 
is co-artistic director of DISTANCE festival. Her 
interest in walking practices has seen her develop 
the long distance walking project with Tamara 
Ashley: ‘The Pennine Way: the legs that make us’. 
She collaborates with Neil Callaghan creating site 
and studio based work. They are currently 
performing as part of the Mirrorcity exhibition at the 
Hayward Gallery, London. www.neilandsimone.
co.uk 

Looking at walking as a woman, often alone, 
she has been commissioned by Deveron Arts to 
develop a long distance round walking path ‘In the 
footsteps of Nan Shepherd’ for the Hielan’ Ways.
www. hielanwaywalking.wordpress.com/

Gill Russell is an artist living in Glenkindie. 
Aberdeenshire She is interested in ‘places 
of significance’ and how they resonate in the 
landscape:  cosmic, archaeological, mythological, 

historical, sonic, poetic, technological, ‘sporting’, 
ancient, and contemporary... Walking has been 
key to all aspects of her exploration. Her approach 
focuses on paths and the watercourses which 
define the land and ‘significant places’ in the 
landscape. Gill has been working with Deveron Arts 
on the Hielan’ Ways project ‘mapping’ both existing 
tracks, and new routes relating to burns, animals, 
distilleries and other subject matters, suggested by 
her walks and those of her companions. www.lorg-
coise.blogspot.co.uk

Paul Anderson is a world-renowned fiddler 
from the North-East of Scotland, known for his 
ability to perform in a style true to his instrument. 
Paul has composed the Hielan’ Ways Symphony 
inspired by his walks around the area.

Steve Brown is born and bred in the North 
East of Scotland. After a number of years in London, 
he has been working for the Forestry Commission 
Grampian for many years. Beside his love for trees, 
Steve has a great interest in Scottish traditional 
music and directs the Strathspey Fiddlers which 
have represented Scotland at Celtic festivals 
and events throughout the British Isles, Ireland, 
Germany, USA and Canada.

Rhynie Woman is an Artist Collective that 
aims to enhance the North East community by 
raising awareness for its landscape and its history, 
shaping Rhynie and surrounding as an attractive 
place for local residents and visitors to the area. By 

“When in the land-
scape I am alert to the 
phenomenology of 
place and moment. I 
also sense great curi-
osity about what lies 
out of sight....” 

Ron Brander

Collaborators

Check out the Hielan’ Ways project page: www.deveron-arts.com/hielan-way



About the local area, us + some useful info

creating food based events they endeavour to skill 
share and collaborate through their diverse artistic 
practices with the overall concept of ‘framing’ their 
rich heritage. Rhynie Woman have been cooking 
the landscape throughout the project span and will 
be looking after everybody’s wellbeing during the 
symposium days

/ Tomintoul
Tomintoul, located on the Crown Estate of 

Glenlivet, was planned and built in 1776 by the 4th 
Duke of Gordon. The Duke’s plan can still be seen 
today in the wide main street and central square but 
the flax and linen industry which was intended to 
support the inhabitants never succeeded, perhaps 
not surprising as Tomintoul lies at a height of 1170 
ft/356m - and is the highest village in the Highlands 
of Scotland - situated centrally in the Cairngorms 
National Park.

The Glenlivet Estate consists of the lower valley 
of the River Avon (pronounced A’an locally) together 
with its main tributary, the Livet, which rises to the 
East in the Ladder Hills. Winter snows can last 
late into the spring, but the high Cairngorms to the 
South West intercept much of the rain and it is in 
fact one of the drier areas of Scotland. The area 
is better known for the most successful industry 
– whisky distilling. The secluded hills provided 
many secure sites for producing illicit spirit, while 
the tracks provided quiet routes out of the Glen for 
a product whose quality drew a steady, if illegal, 
demand. 

/ Scalan Seminary
Hidden deep in the Braes of Glenlivet, the 

Scalan seminary was offered as a seclusion to 
the persecuted 18th Century Catholics, who in 
this plain old farmhouse trained over 100 priests, 
ensuring the survival of the Catholic faith during 
these troubled times.

For much of the 18th century, the college at 
Scalan in the Braes of Glenlivet was the only place 
in Scotland where young men were trained to be 
priests. From 1717 to 1799, over one hundred were 
trained despite numerous attacks by Hanoverian 
soldiers. The college played a vital role in keeping 
the traditional Catholic faith alive in northern 
Scotland. It was named after the Gaelic word for 
turf sheilings (“galan”) found in the Braes during 

that period. In 1799, the college was moved to a 
less remote site, Aquhorthies College, which had 
larger premises and more accommodation.

The last permanent resident of the Scalan was 
Sandy Mattheson, who died in late 2005. His house 
can be visited today alongside the seminary. 

Great thanks to John and Sylvia Toovey for 
showing us round.

 

Deveron Arts
Deveron Arts works with the context 
and identity of the town of Huntly 
and its surroundings.  The town 
is the venue, research base, 
studio, gallery and stage for artists 
of all fields and from all over the 
world. Engaging local people and 
the community in topics of both 
local + global concern,  Deveron 
Arts works through a 50/50 motto, 
bringing together artistic and 
social relationships in a world wide 
network that extends throughout 
and beyond the geographic 
boundaries of Huntly.

Useful Numbers
Deveron Arts - remember 
reception maybe be poor for mobile 
phones!

Kate 07890 544 124 
(in Tomintoul 14/11)
Joss 07930 139365 
(in Scalan 14/11)

Tomintoul & Glenlivet 
Development Trust

Office 01807 580358
Lindsay 07787 436837

The Richmond Arms Hotel
01807 580388

Smugglers Hostel
01807 580364

Tomintoul Police Station
(just in case)

0845 600 5 700

Tomintoul Medical 
Centre

01807 580219

Gerry’s Taxis (Aviemore)
01479812000 / 07515001569

Traveline Scotland
0871 200 22 33

Tomintoul & Glenlivet
Development Trust

Contact Us:
Deveron Arts 
The Studio
Brander Building
The Square, Huntly
AB54 8BR, Scotland

T: 01466 794494
E: info@deveron-arts.com
www.deveron-arts.com 

Follow
 us:

on facebook and twitter

Walking Institute
A peripatetic school for the 
human pace; to explore, research 
and celebrate the human pace 
by bringing walking and other 
journeying activities together with 
arts and other cultural disciplines 
and people from all walks of life.

www.walking-institute.com


