
Juliette Walker’s Internship Report (1 June – 28 August) 

At the end of May I left Madison, Wisconsin and journeyed across the Atlantic to 

begin a summer in Scotland with Deveron Arts. Having followed Deveron Arts from 

afar via facebook and the website for a few years, I was very interested in the 

organisation and its work. ‘The town is the venue’ methodology, the rural context for 

contemporary art, and the Walking Institute were ideas and ways of working that I 

wanted to see and experience in practice. 

The past three months seem to have been fairly quiet ones for Deveron Arts. This 

summer our artist, Anthony Schrag, has been walking from Huntly to Venice (Lure of 

the Lost), so while it is an on-going and intensive project, it is not one that I was able 

to engage with on a daily basis in Huntly. I was disappointed that I was not able to 

experience working with a resident artist living and working locally during my time 

here, but I was still able to meet and work with many interesting people from near 

and far. Catrin Jeans finished her position as Cultural Health Worker one month after 

I started, but the office remained full with a record number of interns at one time (4 of 

us!). While having more people in the office made it fuller, it was not necessarily 

busier. I often found that there was a lack of direction for myself and a few of the 

other interns in terms of what exactly we should be working on at certain times. 

There were times when I found this quite frustrating, but I was also glad to have this 

freedom to develop smaller independent projects related to the garden and farmer’s 

market. 

 

Composting in Brander Garden with visiting WWOOFer 

In terms of professional development, I have gained new skills and had experiences 

that will inform the next steps I take in my work/art life. I consider the work I did with 

Claudia in fundraising and grant writing an invaluable learning process. Fundraising 

is a skill I will continue to use for the rest of my work life, as it is relevant for any work 

I do with charities, non-profits, and even within my own art practice when applying for 

grants or residencies. Furthermore, I worked with Joss to learn about and add to 

many of the organisational systems and databases in the office, as well as contribute 

to the upkeep of the website and social media accounts. Supporting events 

http://www.deveron-arts.com/lure-lost-contemporary-pilgrimage/
http://www.deveron-arts.com/lure-lost-contemporary-pilgrimage/


(talk/discussion and a walk) at the Edinburgh Art Festival in August was also a 

highlight for me, and gave me valuable insights into event planning. 

Working in a socially engaged organisation meant that I was able to experience both 

liaising formally and informally with individuals and other organisations in the Huntly 

community. After Catrin left Deveron Arts, I was given the chance to plan and lead 

the weekly Monday morning walks, which are hosted in collaboration with Networks 

of Wellbeing. I was also able to work alongside Rachael, the Shadow Curator Intern, 

to organise a ‘Town Collection Tea.’ We faced the challenge of encouraging 

engagement from the collection hosts, which was difficult and only slightly 

successful. However, I still had the chance to design an invitation, plan an event 

(including setting up and cooking in a wood firing pizza oven!) and get to know some 

of the local business owners in the process. It has been an amazing experience 

meeting all the artists/researchers who have come to visit or work with Deveron Arts. 

I was able to meet and spend time with Anthony Schrag, Wilhelm Scherübl, Tim 

Knowles, Paul Anderson, Gill Russell, Rhynie Woman, Anne Murray, Aminder 

Virdee, Jake Williams, Vaughn Sadie, Fran Rowe and Alham Shibli. 

 

Honesty Box with fresh lettuce, mint, and red & black currants 

Reflecting on my time at Deveron Arts in a different light, much of the work I did fit 

into the category of the daily ‘lifestyle’ of the organisation. I did quite a lot of 

gardening and caring for the Brander Garden over this summer. In July when our 

garden was producing an excess of lettuce, I set up an Honesty Box system in the 

garden. The idea stemmed from not wanting to waste food from our garden, but 

grew into a platform for other local gardeners and producers to share their excess 

food with the community. In the end, I think for this to sustain itself, it will need more 

outreach to local producers and gardeners to keep it in full supply. With the help of 

the other interns, I also painted a set of the old wooden chairs from the basement a 

brilliant waterproof bright red for new outdoor seating in the garden. Deveron Arts’ 

presence at the farmer’s market became another one of the projects I focused on, so 

I organised an ‘Open Garden’ in the Brander Garden during the Farmer’s Market in 

July. We invited community members to come chat about gardening, share ideas for 

the Brander Garden’s future, and shared a homemade elderflower lemon cake as 

well as coffee and teas. During the August farmer’s market I organised a ‘seasonal 

http://www.networksofwellbeing.org/
http://www.networksofwellbeing.org/
http://www.deveron-arts.com/town-collection/


café’ at the farmer’s market, during which we set up tables and chairs for a social 

space at the market. For this I made an elderflower cordial, which was served to 

those interested. The future plans are to have a seasonal locally grown or foraged 

“treat” served at each market along with a recipe for people to take away with them.  

 

Homemade pizza in the new Brander Garden pizza oven for the ‘Town Collection Tea’ 

Investigating and working with the idea of “hospitality” at Deveron Arts has been a 

large focus within my internship. In my eyes the heart of Deveron Arts lies in the 

kitchen – I had the pleasure of making and serving many Friday lunches and meals 

for others in the kitchen, as well as elsewhere. The experience of learning to make 

dozens of rice filled cabbage rolls from Palestinian artist Alham Shibli is something I 

will never forget. Moments of sharing, serving, and learning with the community feel 

like an equally important part of the work that happens here, alongside the large 

investigative projects and residencies.  

I will miss working at Deveron Arts and am already looking forward to coming back to 

visit Huntly in the future! Thank you, Deveron Arts team, for making this a wonderful 

summer! 

Juliette Walker 

  

Out exploring Cullen during a Monday morning walks with Networks of Wellbeing 

http://www.deveron-arts.com/about/friday-lunch/

