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Freedom of movement, or the right to travel is a human right that many of us in our times of 
ubiquitous travel take for granted. At the same time, this fundamental right to mobility is denied to 
many people across the globe, not only within their own country, but between states.  
Artist Anthony Schrag, is walking this summer from Huntly, in the north of Scotland, to the Venice 
Biennial. Through discussion with others he will be putting his privileged journey into perspective, 
based on ethical and philosophical grounds.  
 
Manick Govinda (chair) is Head of Artists' Advisory Services and Artists' Producer for Artsadmin. 
He has worked with many successful artists who immigrated to the UK, such as Ugandan born 
artist Zarina Bhimji, and Zineb Sedira. He is also a freelance writer and campaigner on free 
expression and on arts and immigration issues. Govinda is a fellow of the British American Project 
and a steering group member of the Manifesto Club, where he led the successful campaign 
against the UK government's visa restrictions on non-EU artists and academics. 
 
Anthony Schrag is a visual artist of Zimbabwean origin with multiple citizenships now based in 
Scotland. He has a distinct socially engaged practice, often described as ‘fearless’, in which he 
stretches physical boundaries. He is walking this summer from Huntly, in the north of Scotland, to 
the Venice Biennial. On 20 July he will be passing through London. www.anthonyschrag.com 

Alastair Sloan is a columnist, writer, consultant & broadcaster who writes about injustice and 
western meddling for various newspapers and websites, including Al Jazeera, Newsweek and The 
Guardian. Alastair has a special interest in the relationship between the West and the Middle East 
and covers stories related to censorship, oppressive regimes and human rights. 
www.unequalmeasures.com  

Maya Youssef, virtuoso Syrian Kanun player comes from a family of artists. Her unique innovative 
approach to playing the kanun, originally a traditional instrument, expanded her audiences to 
international platforms. Maya has performed all over the world and is the winner of the Exceptional 
Talent award which enabled her to migrate to the UK early 2012. Currently, she is working on her 
first debut album, and researching “Music Healing for Syrian Refugee Children”.  
 
 

 
Deveron Arts is a contemporary arts organisation based in Huntly, a market town in the north east of Scotland. It has no 

building, instead the town is the venue; acting as studio, gallery and stage for artists of all disciplines invited from around 
the world to live and work here. Engaging with the local community through topics of both local and global concern, 
Deveron Arts brings together artistic and social relationships in a global network that extends throughout and beyond the 
geographic boundaries of Huntly.  
 
The Walking Institute is a peripatetic school nested within Deveron Arts. It explores, researches and celebrates the 

human pace by bringing walking and other journeying activities together with arts and other cultural disciplines and 
people from all walks of life.  
 
Counterpoint Arts is an arts organisation comprising creative arts and cultural projects exploring refugee and migrant 

experiences. Its mission is to support, produce and promote the arts by and about migrants and refugees, seeking to 
ensure that their cultural and artistic contributions are recognized and welcomed within British arts, history and culture.  
www. counterpointsarts.org.uk 
 
Artsadmin is an arts lab for the 21st Century for the creation of performance, site-specific and inter-disciplinary work, 

where the innovative, experimental and unusual are nurtured. www.artsadmin.co.uk 
 
The Manifesto Club campaigns against the hyperregulation of everyday life; supporting free movement across borders, 

free expression and free association among others.  
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