
 
 
 

 
Pathmaker’s Gathering 
On Long-distance Paths and other Pilgrimages 
Discussion: Sunday, 26 April 2015, 11am – 2pm 
Cricket Club, Huntly 
 
 
Contributors:  
 
John Sparshatt has been with the Long Distance Walkers Association since 1984 and has served as 
a volunteer on the National Committee in various capacities such as Events, Treasurer and more 
recently as Chair. He has organised over 50 challenge events including three of the prestigious 
annual 100 mile walks. Over the past seven years he has also been involved with the maintenance of 
the database of long distance paths and created two new long distance paths (Six Dales Trail;  
Lancashire Witches Way) as well as re-writing the guide book for the Centenary Way (North 
Yorkshire) for North Yorkshire County Council. He is currently working with two other local groups 
creating long distance trails around his own home in West Yorkshire. www.ldwa.org.uk 
 
Christos Galanis is an artist, researcher, and teacher who enjoys migration - facilitated by Greek and 
Canadian passports. He is a PhD candidate in Human Geography at the University of Edinburgh, 
where he is pursuing research on contemporary Scottish hill-walking culture. Christos has created 
walking-related performances and works in Mexico, Puerto Rico, France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Canada, U.S., and Greece, including long walks over the course of several hundred kilometres, 
including the Camino de Santiago pilgrim path. He enjoys collaborating with both humans and non-
humans alike, especially donkeys. www.peripateticpraxis.weebly.com 
 
Marilyn Lennon is an artist and educator.  Her practice is both collaborative and interdisciplinary 
in nature and is situated within an ongoing critical investigation around the contested questions 
of ownership, autonomy, privatisation, agency or control in public space and place. 
For almost three years she has been working in collaboration with the Knockatallon Ramblers 
hiking club (Co. Monaghan, Ireland). Together they have been exploring the potential of critical 
cartography and the act of walking and mapping the border of Ireland and Northern Ireland, to 
address spatial contestation, and to offer alternative intimate narratives of place.  
This work was motivated by reading whilst walking 'The Camino', its history revealed shifts and 
changing narratives of place over time.  The observation that these shifts or transformed 
narratives were determined, in part, through the act of the contemplative walk has influenced her 
work. www.marilynlennon.net 
 
Maureen Ross is a local walker and writer. Maureen will be telling about her own experiences 
of walking the St Cuthbert’s Pilgrimage route, which bridges the national border between 
Scotland and England. 
 
Oliver Giles is the manager of Huntly’s Room to Roam Green Travel Hub, an initiative to 
provide, develop and promote alternative travel options to the private car in and around 
the town of Huntly. Oli is an outdoor activist who has walked, climbed and cycled across 
the world who will be chairing the discussion during the Pathmaker’s Gathering.  
http://www.huntlydevelopmenttrust.org/room-to-roam-green-travel-hub/ 
 
 
The Walking Institute is a peripatetic school that explores, researches and celebrates 
the human pace by bringing walking and other journeying activities together with arts and 
other cultural disciplines and people from all walks of life. 
 
www.deveron-arts.com I www.walking-institute.com I www.huntlydevelopmenttrust.org 


