
Alice Evans – Internship(s) Report 
Deveron Projects 

 
“You can’t rush art”  

- Toy Story 2 

 
 
From January to August 2017, I spent 8 months at Deveron 
Projects, first as Project Intern and then as Shadow Curator 
Intern. My time in Huntly was really great, full of lots of positive 
experiences and I gained many skills that I will take with me in 
my future career. If you're reading this and wondering whether to 
apply for the internship I would say go for it – you will meet 
lovely people, learn lots of interesting skills and have some 
fantastic experiences! 
 
My time at Deveron Projects went so quickly, it’s mad to think 
that I was there for almost 8 months! During my time I got to 
work on many different artist projects including Jaak Coetzer’s Peoples Cafe, Andrea Geile’s Energised 
Landscape, Manaf Halbouni’s What If?, the Town is the Garden, and Rachel Ashton/May Murad’s Herbarium 
project. 
  

 
As Project Intern I learned a lot about arts admin through assisting Joss with mail-
outs, website editing, filing press cuttings and updating the contact database which 
were all very worthwhile transferable skills to learn. It was great to assist Rachael as 
Art and Community Worker at the Farmers Market and school events and clubs and I 
really enjoyed working closely with members of the Syrian new Scots as part of 
Refugee week and the What If? Project. Most of my favourite moments involved 
making things including: sewing over 100 orange flags for the Slow Marathon, baking 
baklava with the Syrian new Scots, making jam for the Honest Shop, route marking 
for the Slow Marathon, and cooking meals for the Friday Lunches. As Project Intern I 
got to assist Jacques and Andrea with their respective projects, it was really 
interesting to get an insight into their different ways of working.  
 
One of my greatest achievements while I was at Deveron Projects was assisting to 

write 5 successful funding applications. This was my first ever experience of fundraising and I found writing 
the applications quite challenging as it involves summing up arguments and project proposals in a very 
succinct and convincing way. I learnt a lot from working with Claudia 
and seeing the way she approached each application, and I’m so 
glad to have learned this invaluable new skill.  

 
The Aspiring Communities application was my first ever funding 
application. It was quite a slog to work on (over 20 pages of 
questions!) and we thought the chances were quite slim as there 
was so much competition for it. Amazingly the application was 
approved, securing £45,000 for the Al Nofara Cafe project, a 
community cafe with the Syrian new Scots. It is wonderful to see that 
this project is now going ahead, and I am really proud to have played 
a role in making that happen! 
 
 

After being invited back to Huntly as Shadow Curator Intern in May 2017, I got to work 
more in depth assisting with fundraising and took on more responsibility with events 
organisation. Rachael gave me lots of responsibility working on the community outreach 
side of things, and I got to take charge of organising a coffee morning event as part of 
Refugee Week which was fantastic and really built my confidence in terms of working in a 
position of more responsibility. I also got to work with School students and the local craft 
group, which was another interesting aspect, and made me conquer my fear of pubic 
speaking doing a working shop with 60 primary school kids!  

 



There were some times during my internships that I found quite challenging. As you are living and working in 
a small town it is very difficult to switch off from work, and I think this can make you feel very overworked and 
stressed at times. It is wonderful that everyone on the team is so passionate about the success of each of 
the projects, however sometimes this can lead to feeling quite pressured and frazzled. During my time at 
Deveron Projects there were many projects on the go at once which meant that there was little time to 
breathe in between. I think it would be beneficial for everyone to have a bit more of a gap between projects 
so that you can reflect and recharge a bit. In this way you can go into each new project feeling enthusiastic 
and ready for the new challenges it will bring. 
 
Living and working with the same people can also be difficult, especially when inevitably different 
personalities clash, and there is not really anywhere to go to have your own space. I think it would be easier 
if you have a car (or an office bike?!) then you could get out to visit more places and have a bit more 
autonomy. (This also wouldn’t have been such as problem if I were only there for 3 months.) 
 

As Project Intern, I was getting £50 a week which isn’t really enough to cover 
costs if you want to travel and make the most of being in Aberdeenshire and 
wider Scotland. (I spent a lot of time in the reduced aisle at Tesco’s!) You get 
free accommodation though which is definitely a bonus. The Erasmus interns 
who I worked alongside with, got paid more (I think it was about £150 a week), I 
think to make the internships equal Project Interns should be paid the same as 
the Erasmus Interns. It would also be a fairer reflection of the amount of work 
that you are doing and the responsibilities that you are given.  
 
It’s now been 4 months since I left Huntly, 
I miss the town and the people, it was a 
very special time full of lots of fantastic 
memories.  As a new art graduate the 
internship(s) gave me a wealth of 

experience and opportunities which is pretty rare in most internships. 
Now applying for other jobs I realise what a wide range of experiences I 
have to draw on from administration and fundraising, to community 
engagement and event organisation! You get given a lot of 
responsibility, which can be stressful, but it’s also such a fantastic 
learning experience. The people especially make the time so special, 
and I couldn’t have asked for more lovely people to work with. I can’t 
wait to hear about the next projects the team are working on and I look 
forward to going back and seeing them! 
 
Alice Evans 

Project Intern January 2017 – April 2017 

Shadow Curator Intern May 2017 – August 2017  
 

 


