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Preamble:
The making of contemporary African photography has become increasingly prevalent, driven
most notably by the international photography Biennale's of Bamako, Mali and others. The
focus of these Biennales is to create dialogue between international artists working with the
photographic medium. The republic of the Congo is certainly not on the margins of this
revival of photographic art. During the last decade a generation of ambitious new creators
has risen and in correspondence photography has ceased to be posed, framed or simplistic.
Contemporary photography is a genuine work of understanding ones culture – a practice
which introduces exchange with others, an act of creation and reflection, a practice of
questioning aswell as a transgression, visual expression and an affirmation of the identity
and poetry of the images. Having said this, there are, of course, still restraints facing
Congolese photographic practice and there is still a great need to find and invent new
occasions and spaces for this expression and execution of photographic art.
In parallel at Deveron Arts, the project Swagger: Ambient People's Elegance was
developped in Huntly where I am coming to finish my residency of photographic research on
the style of dressing amongst youths. This project was motivated by the photographic regard
of SAPE (société des ambianceur et des personnes élégantes) – a practice developped in
Congo Brazzaville. My residency in Huntly permitted me to make a journey of the senses: to
discover and make exchanges vis à vis these societies. The project was started in February
2011 and followed up in July where I explored new avenues such as research into local
farming.
Project Development:
The project is a visual research of young people in Huntly, looking at their mode of dressing,
tendentiously dubbed Swagger: Ambient People's Elegance. The practice of photographic
research during my residency was concerned with documenting the different facets of
dressing in Huntly, in relation to others cities and towns in other countries. Equally, the idea
of this project was to become part of the culture of young people, and meeting with them in
creating intercultural exchanges between myself and the young people of Huntly. During my
residency it was important to find a place in which young people could express their own
regard of the culture of fashion in that particular time.
The photographic theme echoed the series SAPE in the way it worked to represent social
interactions through a visual representation of dress codes, even though the two projects did
not often share the same visual outcomes. The photographic angles were realised in the
different places in which young people gather – bars, streets, night clubs. This permitted me
to uncover the town and the spaces frequented by Huntly's young people.
The residency was developed in two phases: from the 17th February - 14th March and 8th 24th July. During the residency, the town's great hospitality allowed me to follow my research.
This included having at my disposition a studio space which acted as a place of creation and
of exchange for meeting members of the public. Accompanying my residency was a
programme established in the town which enabled me to join in with youngsters in their
hang-out spaces in the town and elsewhere. I was interested to find out about these different
leisure spaces during daylight hours as well as night time.
Discoveries of Project:
Cultural life in Scotland is very rich and the country's historic patrimony has a wealth of
castles. The traditions of Scotland are known by everyone; when we speak of Scotland, we
think of Kilts and Bagpipes and these are celebrated every year in the many festivals of the
cities: Aberdeen, Inverness, Glasgow and Edinburgh. Huntly is also a place of many artistic
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cultural formations thanks to the arts organisation Deveron Arts for presenting and making
engagement with the community of the town.
During my research I had lots of meetings with young people in which I noted their true
enthusiasm about photography. The visual research of these meetings was presented
alongside images realised in other towns on the African continent in various local
establishments including the Gordon secondary school and Gray's school of art. I also spent
this time discovering the specialities of the region such as Whisky as well as discovering
many farms in Aberdeenshire.

A tour of Aberdeenshire Farms:
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Three months ago, I was taken by the local farming systems in place, particularly
surrounding Huntly, situated close to Aberdeen. Driving around the local countryside, it is
impossible not to admire the scenery – the mountains, the cows who are curious for
attention. The farming of the land makes an entirely different culture to that of Africa, I was
attracted to discover more about this. I was suprised to learn that each cow has it's own
passport. I grew to understand that this is part of a grander scheme of regulating the farming
methods; everything is well organised here. I appreciated learning of the plantations, the
farming of cows and of crops... these areas are protected by barbed wire which presents
their limit...
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Biography: Baudouin Mouanda
Born 1981 in Ouésso, Congo.
Baudouin Mouanda is a renowned Congolese photographer, co-ordinator of Collectif
Génération Elili and a member of Afrique in Visu. The artist began his career in 1993, thanks
to the camera of his father, the Zenith, which he would become accustomed to using in his
father's absence. After a few months of studying law at the Univerity of Brazzaville, he began
to document life in Brazzaville for newspapers and was soon after dubbed 'Photouin'.
Baudouin made a prompt departure from classic realist photography to reunite photography
to the stories of his country. His first work was that of the afthermath of war, a sensitive work
realised in black and white documenting the mourning of the country after the civil wars.
Committed to the history and culture of his country, he photographs subjects which
interrogate and question.
Elected best photography by the jury of the Academy of Fine Art in Kinshasa, Baudouin
Mouanda began to become recognised throughout Africa. Rewarded with the accolade of
Jeux de la Francophonie in Niamey, Nigeria in 2005, Baudouin has been selected many
times for international photographic competitions and was awarded the Grand-Prix of
Photojournalism as a student by Paris Match / SFR. In 2007 he completed a residency in
Paris, where he worked towards a certificate of advanced photographic study at the CFPJ
(Centre de formation et de perfectionnement en journaliste) in Brussels. It is here that the
artist began to develop his photographic practice, notably his work on the Sapeurs at their
concordant philosophy of Sapologie. On his return to Brazzaville in 2008, he photographed
the most extravagant of the Sapeurs in the Congolese capital.
Having participated in many national and international residencies, in 2009, Baudouin
Mouanda exhibited his series Les séquelles de la guerre at the Bamako Biennale organised
by CulturesFrance. He received the prize 'Fondation Blachere' as well as that of 'Young
Talent of Bolloré Africa Logistics' – competitions engaging with representing and making
visible new photography in African capital cities.
In 2009 the series of the Sapeurs were selected for an exhibiton 'L’art d’être un homme' (the
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art of being a man) at the Musée Dapper in Paris, the Musée des Confluences in Lyon and
the Musée de Charpre in 2010. In 2011, Baudouin came to explore other cities around the
world including Huntly where he developped the project 'Swagger: ambient people's
elegance'. In the same year he also followed up projects at Gasworks in London and Rio de
Janeiro in Brasil.
His first research residency, in Libreville, Gabon, permitted by the Visa for Creation 2009,
allowed him to begin his work on Hip-Hop and Society, which he presented in 2010 at the
meeting of international photographers in Arles, south of France which was greatly succesful.
After covering the presidential elections of France in 2007, Baudouin followed the candidates
of the supreme magistrate in Francophone Africa. He collaborated with the ONG CICR
Congo and many newspapers among which his work featured in: journaux étranger, Le
monde, Express styles, VSD, l’humanité, Magazine Photo, Afrique Asie and Zam Magazine.
The work of Baudouin Mouanda is part of the collections of French and International
journalism.

Baudouin Mouanda,
2011

