
Deveron Arts presents: 
 
 

 
 

The music of Ronald Center: produced by Emily White 
 

Recorded by The Isla Quartet  
with guest artists Joseph Long & Richard Evans 

 
Featuring contributions from guest writers:  

James Naughtie, Dr Sally LK Garden, Maureen Ross 
 

Deveron Arts is delighted to announce that the long awaited CD Center of Huntly is 
now on general release, and is available to buy online– please click below to view:   

 

http://cgi.ebay.co.uk/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=320319449952 
 

The CD is also available from Deveron Arts and Orbs Bookshop of Huntly. 

 



 
 
 

More about Center of Huntly... 
 

Celebrating the life and work of Ronald Centre 
 

Born in Aberdeen in 1913, Ronald Center was the youngest of a distinguished musical 
family. He studied with two eminent musicians of the day Julian Rosetti (piano) and 
Willan Swainson (organ). Center went on to build his life as a musician and was much in 
demand as a performer, accompanist, teacher, church organist and choral conductor. At 
the age of 30 Center settled in Huntly with his wife Evelyn, where he remained until his 
death thirty years later in 1973. During this time he taught music for six years in the 
Gordon Schools and then devoted himself to private tuition and composition. From as 
early as 1944 many of his piano compositions and songs were performed on the BBC 
Home Service in the Modern Scottish Composers series. His symphonic poem “The 
Coming of Cuchulain” was played by the Scottish Orchestra, conductor Warwick 
Braithwaite and other works were publicly performed and broadcast to acclaim. As a 
composer he wrote for voice, solo instruments, strings and full orchestra. In the 
orchestration of his musical scores he was greatly aided by his wife, herself a notable 
soprano. He was her accompanist when she was on tour or broadcasting and together 
they formed a musical partnership. 

Since Center’s death his music has been very little performed despite his undisputed 
skills and the compelling beauty of his art. However, his work has never ceased to be 
admired and efforts are now being made to bring his compositions to a wider audience. 
The Deveron Arts project “Center of Huntly” with resident musician Emily White has 
become a major part of this movement. 

Emily White is a violinist and trombonist from England who came to Huntly for a four 
months residency to research the provenance of Ronald Center. During 2008, Emily 
developed a comprehensive project to include the first performance, and a recording, of 
Center's string quartets. 

Parallel to this Musicologist Sally Garden researched Ronald Center's 10 surviving art 
songs and 26 Scots song arrangements through her project Secret Center. For more 
information check: www.monsgraupius.org 



 
After the success of this first performance, Emily decided to make a recording of 
Center's music. In collaboration with the Isla Quartet and pianists Joseph Long and 
Richard Evans, she recorded Center's string quartet to CD, along with his sonatas 
written for the violin and piano. This CD was launched in Huntly on the 29 August, at St 
Margarets Catholic Church, and is now available online and from various outlets in 
Huntly. 
 
 
 
 

Grateful thanks are given for kind support from the following groups: 

 
 

           
 
 

                      


