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I worked on a project about Health and Safety from January to the end of March 

2010. I discussed the project before hand with Claudia and visited Huntly and 

Deveron Arts before I arrived. I also met Katie Nicol on three occasions to discuss 

the project.  

I arrived in Huntly at the beginning of January and started to finalise the ideas I 

had been working on in the build up to the residency. I discussed my ideas with 

everyone at Deveron arts and they knew what I was working towards from the 

start. 

I set up a society to discussed Health and Safety issues. 

This society was called the ‘out of date society’. We had three meetings.  

In the first meeting we discussed the society’s policies and we also talked about 

Health and Safety and filled out membership forms.  At each meeting we also ate 

some out of date food. 

In the second meeting we skyped in artists Beagles and Ramsay to discuss their 

work ‘Black pudding self-portrait’. I also had members take the ‘out of date 

society’ psychological test.  

In the third meeting we had a special guest, comedian Phil Kay who discussed 

many Health and Safety issues, took the ‘out of date society’ psychological 

profiling test. Phil also gave me a risk-accessed haircut. This final meeting 

attracted over forty people and the atmosphere was really great. 

I ordered 100 colour printed cloth bags and had 1000 pencils printed with the 

society name in four different colours. I made these editions for the society 

members and to promote the project.  The society was a really successful part of 

my residency, the discussions and events at the meetings were fantastic. 

Health and Safety Training day. 

On the second week of my residency I enrolled on a REHIS elementary Health 

and Safety day course at Try Training in Elgin. It was a great day and I learned a 

lot about Health and Safety and also got a great insight and feel for the health and 

safety world. I quickly found that everyone I met had been on several courses 

like this. It was great to do this so early in the project.   

 

I made a number of performances in Huntly. 

I booked a place at the Huntly farmers market on the 6th of February and set up 

my Health and Safety booth. In the square I was able to talk to the passing public 



in Huntly about their experiences of Health and Safety. I spent a second day at 

the market on the 6th of March but this time on the footpath. On both these days I 

talked continuously to people about my project and the current work I was 

making. It was a great way to get people involved and exchange information 

about Health and Safety. I met a lot of people from different backgrounds and 

took pages of notes from our conversations. 

I met many professionals. 

Over the three months Deveron arts set up many meetings for me to officially 

meet members of the community to discuss Health and Safety. This was also 

fantastic for my project and I found people really engaged in the project and 

were interested in finding out about the kind of art I was making. I met business 

developer’s architects, doctors, factory owners, publicans, janitors, council 

workers, hotel owners and many shop owners. I also met and Spoke to six Health 

and Safety professionals about their jobs and discussed the role of Health and 

Safety in society. While talking to everyone I was compiling an A-Z of Health and 

Safety, which I performed at the main event of the residency on Saturday the 20th 

of March. I also projected a new series of drawings paintings and photographs I 

had been working on while in Huntly. The A-Z piece took all of the three months 

to compile. As a performance piece it was great to perform and is something I 

hope to perform over and over again for different projects. 

I made a new series of drawings and paintings. I filled the 

studio, creating an instillation for the meetings and for 

people who popped in. 

I turned the stories and conversations I had about Health and Safety into a series 

of paintings and drawings. I filled the studio space with works that expressed the 

complexity and depth of the topic. In some of these works I used the aesthetics of 

Health and Safety signage. In others works I wanted to look into the black 

humour of the subject. This series of works was on show in the studio space for 

four weeks after the ‘I’ll fated fete’ which was the main event of the residence on 

the 20th of March.   

Prints. 

I contacted Peacock arts in Aberdeen and worked on and made two new editions 

of prints related to the project. To work with Peacock arts making new links and 

producing two new editions from this project is fantastic. I met with Aberdeen 

art gallery and informed them about the project and my work, it has been great 

to form links like this and to talk to people about my work.  

Panel Discussion on the 20th of March. 

We had a panel discussion on the 20th of March. It was chaired by Neil 

Mulholland and included myself, Phil Kay, Rebecca owner of the Huntly Hotel 

and Liz Standon a Health and Safety officer. The panel discussion was really 

successful as it brought new ideas about Health and Safety to the fore. Many 



people in the audience had interesting opinions and perspectives about Health 

and Safety. The panel discussion brought new people into the project. I think a 

panel discussion was important to this project. Everyone has an opinion about 

Health and Safety and a lot of my time in Huntly was simply chatting to people or 

popping into shops to see what people thought about Health and Safety 

regulations.  

Talk at Gray’s Aberdeen. 

I gave an artist talk at Gray’s Aberdeen and it was attended by roughly forty-five 

students. The talk was really well attended and it was good for me to tell art 

students about the residency and other projects. I had never been to Gray’s Art 

College before and it was great to give a talk there and meet the staff. I also gave 

a talk to the students at ECA and discussed the project at this presentation also. 

Gordon’s School. 

I worked for one day with the primary school and had two sessions with 

secondary students. Being there for the start of the t-shirt project with the 

primary school was a lot of fun and it was fantastic to be part of something that 

the kids were really excited about. These T-shirts were shown in the Square in 

Huntly. 

At the secondary school we discussed Health and Safety and the group had many 

interesting opinions and perspectives one being Mosquito which is the high 

pitched noise played into train stations to disperse teenagers. They made a series 

of drawings and paintings that were shown in an unused shop in the square in 

Huntly.   

 

 

Radio and Press. 

I spoke on BBC Radio Café with Katie Nicol, I also spoke about the project on the 

North East radio station. The project was written about in the Huntly Express, 

The Scotsman, The Herald and The Press and Journal. It was also covered on a 

number of Health and Safety web sites. I have also been asked to present the A-Z 

of Health and Safety at a police and Fireman’s conference in Birmingham, TBC. In 

many ways this project gained a lot of attention and many people heard about it. 

I think people in the art world and who have nothing to do with art heard about 

the project.   

 

 Publication and further works. 

A lot of work has come out of the residency and I am excited about the 

publication and seeing everything coming together in a book, I think people will 

only really get an idea of everything that has been happening when they see it in 



a book. We have also planed to make two performance ideas in a number of 

galleries in Scotland and the UK. I am excited about the prospect of turning these 

ideas into realised works. I have also plans to perform the A-Z at part of a show 

during Glasgow International in a few weeks.     

This residency has been a great experience for me, I received a lot of help from 

Deveron Arts who have been fantastic. Also the wider arts community in Huntly 

connected to DA, helped make the project work. I made a lot of new work and 

have many related ideas for future works and projects. I also have plans to show 

the work made while on residency in the future. 


