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The main focus of my residency in Huntly was to produce new music material that 

would eventually be produced on a CD. I did not expect to produce a CD in two 

months but hoped to be able to organise and complete all the necessary recording in 

that time and look into the processes of producing a CD. I did expect to produce 20 - 

30 tunes but knew it would be difficult to produce tunes that I would be happy with 

and thought other people might be able to relate to. As piper in residence I focussed 

on writing pipe music. I developed more ideas during the residency including my 

ambitions to involve other local musicians in the recording of the CD. Not all of these 

ideas were possible in the end with obvious limitations as a result of time and 

production costs. 

 

My decision to record a live concert in Huntly was based on overcoming the problems 

of recording several musicians in a limited time and getting the best performances 

from traditional singers who were not used to recording in a potentially uncomfortable 

'studio environment'. I also wanted to capture the atmosphere of a traditional ceilidh 

and hoped that this would come across well in the recording. It was essential to record 

the concert in Huntly as this is fundamental to Deveron Arts' ideal of Huntly town 

being the venue for the creation and performance of top quality art. I enlisted the help 

of a friend from Elgin to record the concert. The venue was chosen for its acoustics as 

I felt this was important for recording purposes. It was important also to have a space 

that could provide a good atmosphere for the performers that would help in the 

recording. In organising the concert, I wanted to involve as many talented local 

performers of all ages to engage the people of Huntly with the wealth of talent the 

town has to offer. I had become more aware of this talent during my time in Huntly 

and felt there were not many opportunities for them to perform locally. I incorporated 

music as well as dance in the concert. There were performances of original 

choreography that had been made up in collaboration with, and also by the local 

dancers themselves in their own time. 

 

As part of the concert I enlisted the help of the local artist in residence David Blyth. 

Filming that had been done prior to the concert of Huntly and the surrounding 

countryside, was used to produce a projection which was used as a backdrop to the 

concert. The idea behind this was about celebrating Huntly's beautiful landscapes and 

architecture and presenting it as a wonderful venue for traditional art forms. The 

footage included some of my own impromptu performances in Huntly town square 

and in some surrounding locations. It also included local Doric poetry by a local 

farmer Jimmy Simpson whom I had previously met with during my residency to chat 

about his time growing up on a farm near my own home. I wanted to also find out 

more about his poetry of which he has a vast collection. 

My own performances incorporated some of my own compositions of which there are 

25 in total. These include a variety of types of tune: Marches, Strathspeys, Reels, Jigs, 

and Hornpipes. I have not recorded all of these on to CD but have reproduced the 

tunes on a professional bagpipe writing programme. 

It is my hope that these pieces will be played by other musicians and will be 

recognised as good tunes coming from Huntly with references to Huntly in the tune 

titles. I decided the best way to promote the tunes was to record them rather than 



producing a book of tunes. My inspiration for many of the tunes came from the town's 

architecture and from some of the people I met. I have written tunes for some of these 

people. 

 

As part of the residency I felt that it was important to visit some of the Primary 

Schools in the area. I wanted to pass on some of my own knowledge to the younger 

generation and encourage them to consider the idea of music as a career. I conducted 

a number of workshops in three schools with more regular whistle lessons at Huntly 

Primary school. Huntly Primary school purchased 36 whistles to be kept and used by 

the school to continue with lessons at any time in the future. The workshops were a 

success in all and I was very impressed by the quick learning of most of the classes. 

I also did some tuition of step dancing in Huntly with a good turnout of dancers. I 

helped a local group of talented young dancers to produce a new dance piece that 

incorporated step dancing. This piece was performed at the final concert and will also 

be used by the group on a cultural trip to France in the summer. 

 

I had initially felt that it would be important for me to do extensive research into local 

tunes but found that in the end I became more focussed on writing original material of 

my own. I feel that I have produced a good collection of music that can be appreciated 

by many people. In recording some of the tunes I have made certain that they will be 

preserved for some time and hopefully be appreciated by many people in Huntly town 

and further a field. 

 

I recorded the piping in a local studio near Huntly. I am currently involved in the final 

processes of producing the CD having finished mastering in Glasgow. I will be 

producing the art work myself. The general theme of the CD is Huntly's music and I 

hope that the CD will promote Huntly in a positive way. The Residency has been a 

tremendous opportunity for me. I have used the time to also give other local 

musicians and dancers a chance to show what they can do. It has given me a chance to 

do more in Huntly with regards to performing and given the town a chance to 

appreciate top quality traditional music. 

 

I hope that my music can now be appreciated and played by some of the local 

musicians with whom I spoke to and collaborated with. This is the starting point for 

selling the CD. It is my intention to have it ready to sell in July or August.  


