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Media Release 

 

The ill-fated Fête: a Risk-Assessed Event 

• Artist and Performer, David Sherry, takes an idiosyncratic look at the role of 

Health & Safety in contemporary society. 

• Comedian Phil Kay joins Sherry in Huntly on 19/20 March 2010 for the first in 

a series of “risk-assessed” events. 

 

        

 

Let’s face it if there is one issue that’s sure to get us hot under the collar it’s Health and Safety regulations. 

From cancelled school trips to the dumping of obscene quantities of food which is simply past its sell by date; 

from workshops on “how to climb a ladder” to topple tests on gravestones, H&S has become the butt of 

endless social and political criticism. Surely we have a duty of care to protect people at home, in the work 

place and in leisure pursuits? H&S regulations help safeguard society from dangerous practices,” says one 

group. “H&S regulations are the nanny state at its worst and are leading to a society happy to abdicate 

responsibility for its own actions,” counters another. However, as last year’s BBC Panorama investigation 

revealed, whilst H&S has been responsible for a range of distinctly bizarre decisions over the years, a good 

deal of urban myth has also sprung up in the backlash against its perceived encroachment into every part of 

our lives. So perhaps the key question we ought to be asking is where should common sense end and 

legislation start? Artist David Sherry is now locating himself in the centre of this debate in a Deveron Arts – 

the Town is the Venue - Residency. 

 

As artist and performer Sherry explores the routines and thought patterns of every day life, looking at what 

lies beneath the surface. His work is eminently approachable, engaging, masterfully humorous, but at the 

same time profoundly relevant to its place and time. Previous projects have seen him investigating the 



boundaries of politeness – just how much should we thank people? breaching the “hugging barrier” – when 

does a hug cross over from friendly greeting to invasion of personal space? and sitting in a shop window for 

hours munching biscuits and watching TV  as a metaphor for our bloated inertia at Christmas when eating 

and “slobbing out” become the national pastime.  Having passed his own H&S course with flying colours 

Sherry is currently developing the Ill-fated fête, a series of a “risk assessed events” the first of which will 

take place in Huntly on 19/20 March 2010 with further dates and venues across the UK to be announced.  

 

“Health and Safety is a fascinating and complex area,” says David Sherry. “The wonderful thing about my 

Deveron Arts Residency is that it means I have the time to explore the issue in depth with the community, to 

hear about people’s experiences  – both positive and negative -  and to make new work in response to them.  

 

One of Sherry’s first actions on arriving in Huntly was to establish the Out of Date Society, a local “club” that 

meets from time to time to share stories and information on the impact of Health and Safety regulations. 

 

“Being based in the heart of the community has given me the chance to set up a society for the first time,” 

adds Sherry, “and already I have been fortunate to learn from an interesting and diverse group of people 

about how health and safety impacts on their daily lives. I’m looking forward to hearing more as the group 

continues to meet in the coming weeks.” 

 

The Huntly Ill-fated fête will start on the evening of 19 March with the opening of an exhibition of work, 

including drawings, and text based works, created by Sherry during his Deveron Arts Residency. This will be 

followed by an open meeting of the Out of Date Society with a guest appearance by leading Scottish 

comedian, Phil Kay. 

 

The next day’s events will begin with the A-Z Compendium of Health & Safety - a performance by Sherry 

highlighting the areas of our lives into which Health and Safety has insinuated itself . This will be followed by 

a panel discussion chaired by Neil Mulholland of Edinburgh College of Art with participants including Phil 

Kay, who recently fronted an H&S video for SIGNUM. In the afternoon artist Anthony Schrag, who won an 

RSA award to participate in the project, will contribute his own performance – Healthy & Safe - and Katie 

Nicoll, shadow producer of the Ill-fated fête, will talk on Health and Safety in the context of public art.   Nicoll 

has produced a wide range of arts projects from the inaugural Glasgow Art Fair to outdoor projects with NVA 

including The Path, The Hidden Gardens and Radiance 05; Jardins Publics for the 2007 Edinburgh 

International Festival and, most recently, No Reflections Martin Boyce’s acclaimed exhibition for the 2009 

Venice Art Biennale.  

 

David Sherry is the latest in an impressive array of artists to undertake a Deveron Arts – The Town is the 

Venue - Residency. Last year saw South African artist, Senzeni Marasela investigating the Barbie effect in 

Jonga Look at me! as the celebrated doll marked her 50
th
 birthday; Scottish artist Jacqueline Donnachie 

looking at how a cycle lane might work in Huntly and musicians Catriona MacKay & Alastair Macdonald 

creating a soundscape of the woodlands around the town; Utopia Group of Beijing, celebrating the work of 

the great 19
th
 century sinologist, Huntly-born James Legge, in Palace of Puzzles; and Mozambique artist, 

Gemuce, lifting the lid on a society hamstrung by debt in Credit Crunch  

 

In the coming months Shona Donaldson will complete a Music Residency, Bogie’s Bonnie Belle, researching 

the Bothy Ballads; leading American curator, Mary Jane Jacobs, will join Deveron Arts for a short residency; 



seminal British artist, Hamish Fulton, will undertake his first ever Scottish project - 21 Days in the Cairngorms 

in association with Deveron Arts, whilst Maider Lopez and Stephanie Bourne will be Artists in Residence. 

 

The ill-fated fete: a Risk-Assessed Event is supported by Scottish Arts Council, Paul Hamlyn Foundation, 

Aberdeenshire Council, Leader. 

 

Full details can be found at http://www.deveron-arts.com/wb/media/pdfs/illfatedfete.pdf 
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Listing 

 

19-20 March 2010 

The ill-fated Fête: a Risk-Assessed Event 

Various Venues, Huntly, Aberdeenshire 

Artist and Performer David Sherry takes an idiosyncratic look at of Health and Safety in two days of 

performance, exhibition, discussion and debate. Contributions from comedian Phil Kay, artist Anthony 

Schrag, academic and critic Neil Mullholland and art producer Katie Nicoll. 

Most events free 

Information at www.deveron-arts.com 

 

Notes for Editors 

• Born in Northern Ireland DAVID SHERRY studied at the University of Ulster at Belfast (1994-1997) 

and on the MFA course at The Glasgow School of studied (1998-2000). Solo exhibitions include 

Catalyst Arts, Belfast (2006), Villa Concordia, Germany (2006), M and M Gallery, Antwerp (2005) 

and Jack Hanley, San Francisco (2005). Select group exhibitions include Temple Bar Gallery, Dublin 

(2006), Work Place, Newcastle (2006), Flaca, London (2005) and Afterhours, with Glassbox, Paris 

(2004). In 2003 Sherry was selected for Zenomap, representing Scotland at the Venice Biennale and 

was shortlisted for Beck's Futures.  

 

• Deveron Arts has never been a curatorial body driven by theory. Rather it has found itself within its 

practice as it has gone along, understanding its essence by a critical analysis of its practice. As 

artists came to the area and began to work, it soon became apparent that the most successful 

projects were the ones that engaged directly with the place and its residents and opened up a 

relevant dialogue. Gradually there emerged a trend in the projects that recognised Huntly as the 

contextual paradigm but included all and any relations to that context within its borders. The town 

itself had become not just the arts centre but the content or the subject of investigation as well. 

Hence, the town is the venue.” Patrick Semple 

 

• The RSA Artist Residency programme - a partnership between The Scottish Arts Council and the 

Royal Scottish Academy -  offers funded residencies, for visual artists to undertake a period of 

research at workshops, studios and art spaces around the country. 

 


