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My first project working with Deveron Arts was with children in schools, where I was teaching 
and performing music, it was a very interactive experience which showed off a lot of musical 
potential within many student.  

Following this came what I will call the green march, a march for peace and free movement of 
people, globally whilst also in remembrance of war, and those affected by it. It was a chance for 
a new beginning; seeing this as a basic human right. I have lived a nomadic life since I was two, 
with new places, people, challenge and possibilities every time I moved. The march from Huntly 
Square to the White Wood with Steve Brown on bag pipe, marked the opening of the White 
Wood gala, which I took part in, creating a five piece band (the White Wood band) as well as 
collaborating with Ben MacFadyan on the White Wood story, combining the story with music to 
maximum effect, performing with Huntly secondary school at the White Wood Gala! The whole 
experience of the White Wood project was amazing, and truly did feel like a new beginning. 

At the start of June, after all the great work for the White Wood I moved on to my project 
Caravanserai, a mobile catering project  to start my business.  Following a few events that I 
cooked for in collaboration with Deveron Arts and the farmers market, plus cooking classes at 
the Linden Centre which proved to be very successful. We also had great feedback from the 
Living the Land event with Creative Scotland and another opportunity with Engage Scotland.  

At the end I hosted a Moroccan evening experience of food and music collaborations and launch 
of my business at the Stewarts hall in Huntly where I catered for over 80 people plus organised 
the music performances. I had great support from three Syrian New Scots and the Deveron Arts 
team who did great and amazing work in setting up the hall, which made it a proper 
Caravanserai experience. I am so grateful for the amazing opportunities with Deveron Arts and I 
am now ready to keep in my journey towards building my business and getting more work.  

Thanks and kind regards. 

Omar Afif 

www.omarafif.co.uk 

 

 


