
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P(l)acemakers’ Summit 
Gordon Arms Hotel, Huntly 
Sunday 11 August  2013, 4pm 
 
 
People, Landscape and Tourism. Health, Environment and Economy. A discussion with 
walkers, artists and other place makers on what Room to Roam means to us and how we 
can all benefit from more roaming and looking at ours and other places?  
 
Keynote Speaker: Simon Yates 
 
 
Duncan Bryden is Convener of the Cairngorms National Park Authority Board. He has a 
professional environmental and heritage management background. An international advisor 
specialising in rural development and community consultations, he also teaches tourism, at 
postgraduate level, for the UHI. He became an alumnus of the University of Cambridge 
International Programme for Sustainable Business Leadership in 2011.  
Previously, as a Head of Research and Planning within the Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
network he coordinated business planning and an oil industry employment taskforce. Later, as 
Director of the Scottish Tourism and Environment Forum, he pioneered sustainable tourism 
policies and, as Director of a national NGO, managed 22 properties for wildlife and visitors. 
Duncan brings an excellent knowledge of protected area management and has visited many 
National Parks world-wide. He knows the Cairngorms intimately after living and working in the 
area for over 30 years. Since clambering up CairnGorm aged four, Duncan has mountaineered 
over all Scotland's' Munros' and through mountains as diverse as the Alps, the Rockies and 
Indonesian volcanoes. He is convener of the CNPA planning committee. 
Ministerial appointment since 2003. http://cairngorms.co.uk/park-authority/about-us/board 
 
 
Lorraine Grant leads the management and delivery of Aberdeenshire’s Placemaking and 
Creative Industries programme. Be Part of the Picture uses a range of cultural engagement 
projects to celebrate Aberdeenshire and promote its sense of place. The programme is based on 
a believe that Aberdeenshire is a place of many strengths – people, environments, industries, 
activities and products – that come together to make it more than the sum of its parts.   
Before this, Lorraine was Cultural Services Manager at Aberdeenshire Council, in charge of Arts 
Development. http://bepartofthepicture.com 



 
 
Stuart McAdam studied Fine Art at Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art, Dundee and at the 
Hogeschool voor de Kunsten Utrecht. He is influenced by ideas associated with Conceptual Art 
and Dada, storytelling and mythology. His recent projects have primarily taken the form of 
journeys, by bicycle, boat or on foot. His projects include trips on Scotland’s internal waterways 
and a cycle trip through Belgium and France to Switzerland following the line of the western front 
trenches from World War I. Stuart is currently artist in residence at Deveron Arts, where he 
investigates the lost former railway lines in the North East of Scotland on foot as part of a wider 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Beeching report. 
www.stuartmcadam.com http://www.deveron-arts.com/stuart-mcadam 
 
 
Anne Murray is a designer and maker now living in Huntly. Her ceramics and other works are a 
personal and permanent response to places and the moments of randomness and 
impermanence that take place in them; often starting with a walk and including printing and 
writing haiku. Through this process her printed and constructed vessels make these fleeting 
moments into tangible touchstones or memory holders, inviting the viewer to slow down, engage 
with her work and reflect on their own surroundings in a new way.  
In spring this year Anne walked the river Deveron from Banff on the Moray Coast past Huntly to 
the source in the remote Cabrach. She walked the route slowly and in very small sections, 
mapping, illustrating and researching what is on offer. She gathered found objects, collected soil 
samples and captured images on the way as well as produced small crafted objects while out 
walking.  
www.anne-murray.com 
 
 
Simon Yates is one of the most famous and accomplished exploratory mountaineers of our time. 
Best known for his harrowing expedition to the Andes documented in ‘Touching the Void’, he 
continues to climb the most remote and rarely explored mountain ranges of the world.  
‘Life and death’ is a common phrase used to express a difficult decision, but few people ever 
really have to face the reality of that choice. Simon is a man who had to take such a decision, 
whilst trapped on his descent from Peru’s Siula Grande with climbing partner Joe Simpson. 
Believing Joe to be dead on the end of the rope, and being slowly pulled off the mountain whilst 
losing all feeling in his hands, Simon was forced to make the stark decision to cut the rope that 
joined them in order to save his own life – a story retold in Joe’s best-selling book and the BAFTA 
award-winning film, Touching the Void, that made both men household names. 
Since this fateful expedition in 1985, Simon has gone on to climb in some of the most remote and 
rarely explored mountain ranges of the world. www.speakersfromtheedge.com/meet-our-
speakers/simon-yates 
 

 
Tickets: £5, book and register on www.deveron-arts.com, 01466 794494 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   


