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Craft for Creative Change 
 

1. Introduction/The Project 
 

Clay and people interact on a daily and continuous basis. 
Tessie Naranjo 

 
From January to April 2018, visual artist and ceramist Katie Rose Johnston - originally from 
Huntly and a recent graduate of Glasgow School of Art - will be working with our residents to 
develop The Community Crockery.  
 
Recently many shops, amenities and services have closed in Huntly. A disheartening reality that 
affects many towns and cities today. We need to ask, how do we maintain our diverse 
community within the age of globalisation? What are the possibilities for small scale 
regeneration, based on skills and goods exchange. 
 
The Community Crockery, designed and made in collaboration with a wide range of community 
members, offers a small milestone. The set of plates and cups will research and re-establish the 
values and identity of the town. Through the therapeutic act of making, it provides a welcoming 
space in which the people can unite and engage with issues affecting Huntly and its place in the 
wider world.  
 
During her residency, Katie was hosting a series of informal Pop-In Pottery Workshops at No.11 
Gordon Street. These sessions welcomed all ages and abilities to learn the process of clay and 
to help make The Community Crockery.  
 
 

2. The Artist 
 

 



 
Katie Rose Johnston is a visual artist based in Glasgow, having recently graduated in Sculpture 
with a First Class Distinction from The Glasgow School of Art. She has exhibited in the Cello 
Factory in London, The Royal Scottish Academy in Edinburgh, DOK Artist Space in Leith, as 
well as previously exhibiting at The Whisky Bond in Glasgow and at The Hungarian School of 
Fine Arts, Budapest. Katie utilises bright colours, textures and organic forms to create intimate 
yet playful installations that re-interpret the context of craft, the woman and the home. 
 
3. Events 
 
Pop-in Pottery Workshop 
 
On Wednesdays and Thursdays in No.11 Gordon Street, artist Katie Rose Johnston organized 
and held informal drop-in pottery making sessions which highlighted how to work with clay and 
shared her skill with the community. These sessions were formative in the creating of the 
Community Crockery and served as the basis of the whole set. 
 
Friday Lunch 
 
Katie Rose Johnston spoke at the weekly Friday lunches hosted by Deveron Projects. The talk 
focused on the Community Crockery: its conception, makings, challenges, and what it stands to 
represent at a difficult time for Huntly. The set has been used as a platform to speak about 
Huntly and its wider issues, include its response to globalisation and how community-led 
innovation can help tackle this. 
 
Pop-up at the White Wood 
 
During the 2018 Slow Marathon – Walking Without Walls, Katie and the Deveron Projects team 
set up a pop-up stall at the entrance of The White Wood. The stall provided cakes, tea, and 
refreshments for Slow Marathon walkers - around 70 participants. The crockery was well 
received with positive comments. As this was the first time the Community Crockery was used 
for an external event, the feedback was welcomed by the artist and showed the crockery’s 
diversity of use at various events.  
 
The Community Crockery Launch  
 
The Community Crockery Launch took place on Saturday the 9th of June in collaboration with 
the Huntly Rotary Club’s coffee morning at the Stewart’s Hall. This was the official unveiling of 
the artwork amongst some of the community that it had been designed by. The event was well 
attended and the feedback had mixed reactions. Some participants were perplexed by the lack 
of a handle of the cups, as well as the thickness of the plates. However, overall use for butteries 
and coffee swayed the majority of those who used it. 
 



4. Marketing 
 
Print & Digital 

● The Community Crockery is accompanied by a leaflet with sections on use, borrowing, 
the artist, and about the Crockery itself. Designed by the artist, and edited by Petra 
Pennington, the leaflet was used to alert people to the upcoming potential of borrowing a 
crockery set created by and for the community at the launch of the set. 

● In the quarterly Deveron Express, the Community Crockery was the main focus of the 
Summer issue. This included an interview with the artist and a front-page article on the 
aims of creating a new economy of skill sharing. 

● The Huntly Express printed an article entitled ‘Cuppa time at Huntly is set to be 
transformed’ covering the Community Crockery before its launch, featuring an interview 
with the artist. This was followed by an article a month later: ‘Members go pottery for 
crockery’. More recently, it was mentioned in a small article covering a pottery class that 
the artist was holding in Huntly. 

● On Katie’s website, there is a section covering her residency in Huntly and her 
experience of creating the Community Crockey. 

 
Radio 

● The artist was interviewed for Radio Saltire to discuss her work and residency in Huntly. 
 

 
5. Education/Outreach 
 
The Community Crockery Artist Talk 
30 March 2017 
Brander Kitchen 
 
In March, the artist gave a talk at the weekly Deveron Projects Friday Lunch. There, she 
discussed the purpose of the Community Crockery in a world of increasing globalisation, which 
has been negatively affecting small towns like Huntly for many years due to the closure of local 
shops and places to gather in favour of convenient supermarkets and large chains. The 
Community Crockery was spoken of as a point of reference in the beginnings of a new type of 
economy not based on traditional capital, but instead community-shared skills and needs. The 
artist invited questions on the project over the space of a communal lunch. 
 
Community Outreach Pottery Workshops 
Various 
No.11 Gordon Street 
 
During the project, the artist held a bi-weekly opportunity for the community in Huntly to get 
involved with the creation of the pottery. On Wednesdays and Thursday in No.11 Gordon Street, 
the public were invited to learn more about working with clay and participating within the project. 
The majority of the pottery were created in this workshops. 



 
 
6. Event Statistics  
 
Event No. of events Date Participants New Participant 

Friday Lunch 1 30/03/18 22 5 

Workshops 4 various 30 10 
 

Community Crockery 
Launch 

1 09/06/18 199 185 

Total 5   241 200 

 
7. Media 
 
Date Press Title 

25/05/18 Huntly Express ‘Cuppa time' at Huntly is set to be transformed 

 Radio Saltire Interview with Katie Rose Johnston 

22/06/18 Huntly Express Members go pottery for crockery 

20/08/18 Huntly Express Turn a Hand to Pottery 

 
 
8. Evaluation 
 
In her 3-month residency, Katie Rose Johnston used Deveron Projects town is the venue 
framework to conceive, create, and finalise her project. The socially engaged art form was 
essential in this project, as it was literally shaped by the community that it is designed to be 
used by. 
 



The artist has acknowledged that the Community Crockery has been formative in her practice, 
and she highly enjoyed working within a community-based outlook. The purpose of this project 
was to provide Huntly with a basis for a potential futuristic way of looking at economies and how 
to revive a town which has been hit by the negative side-affects of an increasingly globally 
connected world. Can the Community Crockery inspire further explorations in skill-sharing, 
community-beneficial practical objects that are shareable and useful? How does this translate 
into wider endeavors into redesigning Huntly and other towns who have found themselves 
struggling in the face of corporations? 
 
The longevity of this project will be decided on the management and care of the Community 
Crockery. It has already proven to be popular for events – even including a wedding. It has been 
suggested that the Community Crockery could expand to include cutlery and bowls. 
 
9. Legacy 
 
Pottery 
 
The crockery itself will serve the Huntly community for the foreseeable future, under good care 
and management. It stands as a testament to the community work that was put into the set, and 
will act as a practical choice to those who require sets of cups and plates for events. The 
popularity of the set has been clear thus far, and there will perhaps be an expansion of the 
crockery to include objects such as bowls in the future. 
 
Leaflet 
 
A leaflet to accompany the Community Crockery has been created in order to detail its purpose, 
how to use it, and how to borrow it. The back page invites the reader to design their own version 
of the crockery. 
 
Archival Book 
 
The Community Crockery usage will be recorded within an archival book in which the borrower 
will provide a photo and small passage detailing the event it was loaned for and how many 
people were involved. The purpose of this book is to document the Community Crockery as a 
diverse and enduring asset to Huntly. 
 
Film 
 
Semiotics of the Kitchen, directed and filmed by Alix Rothnie and starring Katie Rose Johnston 
was produced alongside the Community Crockery. The short film is a remake of the 1975 
feminist parody of the same name, which takes a look at outdated and inefficient culinary tools 
in exaggerated ways. Katie’s work often works within the lens of feminism and the place that 
craft has within the art world as an activity perceived to be feminine. The film is used to highlight 



the conflict between the narrator and her expected role, as well as her interpretation of working 
within that frame. 
 
10. Funding and Thanks 
Artist 
Katie Rose Johnston 
 
Partners and funders 
Creative Scotland 
The Marr Partnership  
Aberdeenshire Council 
A96 Dualling East of Huntly to Aberdeen 
Community Development Fund 
 
Media 
Huntly Express 
Radio Saltire 
 
Photography and design  
Alix Rothnie 

Robyn Wolsey 
Petra Pennington 
Katie Rose Johnston 
 
Special thanks 
Elisabetta Rattalino  
Claudia Zeiske 
Rachael Disbury  
Lola Otto 
Huntly Rotary Club 
Hanover Sheltered Housing 
Huntly Girl Guides 
The Gordon Schools 
Scottish Sculpture Workshop 
The Huntly Mothers and Toddlers Group 

 
Appendix A – Website text 
 
Craft for Creative Change  
 
From February to June 2018, visual artist and ceramist Katie Rose Johnston - originally from 
Huntly and a recent graduate of Glasgow School of Art - worked with our residents to develop 
The Community Crockery. Recently many shops, amenities and services have closed in Huntly. 
A disheartening reality that affects many towns and cities today. We need to ask, how do we 
maintain our diverse community within the age of globalisation? What are the possibilities for 
small scale regeneration, based on skills and goods exchange?  
 
The Community Crockery, designed and made in collaboration with a wide range of community 
members, offers a small milestone. The 200-piece set of plates and cups researched and re-
established the values and identity of the town. Through the therapeutic act of making, it 
provided a welcoming space in which people can unite and engage with issues affecting Huntly 
and its place in the wider world.  
 
Project supported by Creative Scotland, Aberdeenshire Council, Marr Area and A96 Dualling 
East of Huntly to Aberdeen Community Development Fund 
 
Appendix B – Katie Johnston in Conversation with Petra Pennington  
 



Community Crockery artist, Katie Rose Johnston, in conversation with Petra Pennington, 
June 2018 
 
 
We’ve just seen the launch of the Community Crockery in June at one of the Stewarts 
Hall coffee mornings. What makes this different than just a large scale tea set? 
The Community Crockery has been designed with a particular concept in mind. We chose to 
look at the current changes within Huntly’s town centre; the closure of shops which are Huntly 
institutions. We wanted the project to create an opportunity in which people could come together 
and strengthen the community. The crockery project and the resulting set create a space where 
discussion surrounding these changes to the town can take place in an informal atmosphere – 
over a cup of tea. 
 



 
 
 
Why was it important for the discursive concepts broached in the project to be given a 
material form? 
Using a cup is a very intimate part of our daily life. It’s subliminally about nourishment. Every 
time you drink from it, the questions from the project are given the chance to gently come to 
mind. …They’re objects that are functional. There’s an interesting boundary between 
functionality and the larger social concept of the project. Each piece straddles a difficult 
boundary between craft and art. 
 



 
 
The Community Crockery comprises a coherent set of 100 cups and 100 plates. Yet each 
individual component is unique, like a community. With all 200 items formed, glazed and 
fired by hand, by yourself, to what extent did others from the community shape the final 
pieces? 
All the plates in the crockery were fully made by community participants during workshops 
throughout Huntly. A lot of them were made at Hanover Sheltered Housing, we made some at 
the Brownies, and we made them at the weekly pop-in pottery workshop at Number 11 Gordon 
street. 
The cups are slab built from rolled out clay. To allow them to be transportable for all kinds of 
community events, we didn’t use handles, which would be a fragile point. Instead, while the clay 
was in a leather-hard state, we took the cup and gently gripped it to leave a subtle impression. 
So when you’re holding the cup, you can feel the person who made it, a bit like holding their 
hand! 
 
As for the designs, I wanted to put a piece of everyone who had taken part in the project on the 
crockery. So it wasn’t just in the physical form that that person had an influence. I used 
questionnaires to gather everyone’s thoughts about the decoration. And in the end I thought I’d 
use these beautiful, poetic, personal insights by applying them directly to the pieces – in the 
original handwriting. 
 



 
 
 
How many participants were involved in the project from start to finish? 
It’s hard to calculate accurately. It must be over 150 people who took part in the making as well 
as the text and drawn designs. It has hit a really wide demographic of the town. 
 
Was it important that you were working multi-generationally? 
Definitely. Because this is a set for the whole of Huntly, and I wanted every single age and 
demography to be represented within the crockery. Because the cups don’t have handles, they 
equally suggest young people drinking cold drinks, and older people drinking hot drinks; in all 
shapes and sizes of hands! 
 
 
The Community Crockery project spans ideals of craft within the context of socially 
engaged art practice. Is this a comfortable mix or do you find as an artist or maker that 
there is a tension between the spheres of art and craft? 



Definitely a huge tension. In my observation this comes from the fact that craft is made for the 
home, and takes the form of functional, domestic objects. It is often made by women. I think the 
gallery has been much more historically a male environment. The art is untouchable, ethereal, 
not something of this world. Art objects are commissioned by the elite, out of normal people’s 
price range. It’s cordoned off; we can’t even touch it. 
 
I play with this tension in my practice as a sculptor, making abstract domestic environments in 
the gallery space, and I have seen an increase of young artists using craft based and domestic 
materials. I hope this means that there is a shift happening, so craft isn’t looked down upon. 
 
I think that because the Community Crockery reached out through craft, the project was 
informal, accessible. It’s less intimidating than art can be. Perhaps that’s a controversial 
statement but I feel it’s true. The project became both; no one worried about if it was art or craft; 
people just got involved. 
 
How do you feel the Community Crockery and other projects like it can help regenerate 
Huntly’s town centre? 
In the face of so many places in the town square closing down, I don't think one project alone 
can address such a huge scale issue. But it did raise the question of how else we can measure 
the success of our town centre, beyond the trade of goods. And little stories are its success. 
This project brought a lot of people together face to face, especially in the pop-in pottery; people 
who would have walked past each other in the street without a reason to make conversation. 
And there are legacies. Such as passionate potters in sheltered housing, who discovered new 
skills and are keen for their next session to mould their thoughts out of clay. 
 
With bookings steadily coming in for the Community Crockery, ranging from a get-
together at a local housing association, to a full wedding, do you have a message for the 
people borrowing it?  
Have fun using it, don't be afraid of breaking it; that is just the reality of ceramics. Get together, 
make memories, have lots of conversations over coffee, have a big party and just get it used! 
 
Appendix C – The Community Crockery: Artist’s Report 
 
Project Duration: 28th January 2018 - 15th May 2018  
 
Living and Working within Huntly  
Having spent a few of my school years in Huntly, it has been a pleasure to return and work 
within a community that I have a heartfelt connection with. An important aspect of this project 
was that I wished to experience a different perspective of Huntly through working with a cross 
section of all ages and abilities. With this ethos, I have developed longlasting relationships and 
ideas through the shared experience of working with clay. 
 
Engaging the community  
Through the workshops and events that have supported this project, I’ve been delighted with the 



scale of enthusiasm and commitment from the community and over 100 participants have been 
involved. Feedback from the workshops has been very positive, with many participants 
describing how meditative and therapeutic the project has been. The project has attracted an 
alternative sector of the community with the work of Deveron Projects through providing the 
opportunity to develop a craft skill in a positive and welcoming environment. This act of 
strengthening the community through new and shared experiences was an objective of The 
Community Crockery. The workshops informal environment was integral to the success of the 
project, and through this, they became a space which encouraged conversation and reflection 
regarding Huntly as a home. As a direct result from the project, I’m delighted that Hanover 
Sheltered Housing are applying for funding to continue working with clay. 
 
Challenges  
In terms of the workshops - and particularly with adult classes - I noticed that participants could 
feel vulnerable or lacked confidence whilst learning a new skill. To help establish the worth and 
validity of the objects we created during these sessions, we would describe in detail how each 
object was a success. This helped create a relaxing, inclusive and positive environment to 
explore the medium and encourage ideas and conversation. There were challenges with glazing 
the full set of crockery in the allocated time, however this was overcome through the generosity 
of The Gordon Schools Art Department and The Scottish Sculpture Workshop, who kindly 
allowed us to glaze and transfer fire the crockery in large batches. 
 
The future of the crockery  
Following the positive reception of the crockery thus far, I am excited to follow its future 
adventures within the community. The aim is to make the crockery available for public and 
private events within the ab54 area and early discussions are exploring possible locations for 
the crockery to be stored and the potential for a record of the events in which it has been used. 
To date the crockery has been used in a selection of events around Huntly and the launch on 
the 9th of June will raise awareness of the crockery to the wider community. 
 
Final thoughts on the project  
Working on The Community Crockery has been a formative experience in my practice, and I 
have loved working with everyone who has taken part within the project. This is the first time I’ve 
worked directly with a community - and for me, the most important part of being an artist is that 
you are always challenged, that you pull yourself out of your comfort zone and that you are 
driven to keep learning new ways of making art after graduating. I look forward in making full 
use of the experiences gained within this project to continue to develop and expand my practice. 
I thank everyone I have met along this wonderful journey in building The Community Crockery 
together. 
 
Appendix D – The Community Crockery Booklet 
 
Booklet that accompanies each loan of the crockery 



 
 
 



 
 
Appendix E – The Community Crockery Loan Agreement 
 
 
 
 


