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Introduction

Slow Marathon is an annual 42 km/26 mile themed 
walking route around Huntly, co-concepted by Deveron 
Projects with Ethiopian artist Mihret Kibede in 2012. 
Celebrating the human pace, it is both an endurance 
event as well as a poetic act that brings together 
friendship, physical activity and the appreciation of 
our landscapes in their geo-political settings.
 
Rhyming Rambles walk explores a creative and 
experiential response to the landscape through 
verse and prose, questioning land use and ownership 
versus our common right to roam. The route echoes 
that of the original Slow Marathon, and is inspired
by this local poem:
 
The Ba’hill, the Battlehill, the Clashmach and the Bin,

They all form a circle and Huntly lies within

It is a lyrical, circular wander around Huntly that 
takes in many shades of varied terrain - including 
forestry, farmland, heather hills and the banks of 
the river Deveron - starting and finishing in the 
Town Square. The walk can be done in full or in 
sections. It invites visitors and locals to challenge 
their fortitude while considering afresh the lands 
around Huntly and our relationship to them.
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STARTING POINT
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Start from Huntly 
Square down Duke 
Street over the Bogie 
Bridge. 

Take the first turn 
left to some old farm 
buildings. 

Cross the railway 
bridge and turn left 
along a land rover 
track. 

After about 1km, the 
path turns up to the 
right. 

Take the first path left 
at a gate through the 
Kinnoir woods with 
fantastic views over 
the Deveron valley.
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After 2km the 
path swings round 
returning back 
towards Huntly. Walk 
another 2km, to a 
T-junction with a gate. 

 
 
 
Turn left up to a house 
which looks over the 
town. 

Climb over the gate 
and walk straight 
down towards 
Battlehill Woods. 

 

Turn left at the stile.
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Take a path on the 
right down the hill. 
At the end of this 
path walk to the right 
down the hill via 
some steps.

Walk over the 
Battlehill through a 
gate on the right. 

Just before a wee hut, 
turn left at another 
gate. From here 
we have wonderful 
views over Huntly 
and towards the 
Clashmach Hill.

Battlehill is named after a daring 
raid in 1307 during the Scottish Wars 
of Independence. It hosts several 
previously unmapped prehistoric 
sites including Mesolithic, Neolithic 
and Bronze Age remains. Current 
archaeological research suspects an 
Iron Age hillfort, a 3000 year old 
upstanding hut circle and Neolithic/
Bronze Age cairn.
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After some houses 
the path turns left 
to the old Aberdeen 
road. 

Go left here and 
immediately right 
again along the Old 
Toll Road past the 
coal merchant. 

After some houses a 
small path on the left 
takes us to the A96. 

Here we walk 100m 
to the right and over 
the A96.

TAKE CARE: 
DANGEROUS ROAD

10km
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Once over the A96, 
take the small road 
opposite, which swings 
right past the George 
MacDonald farmhouse 
along the railway. 

Almost at Cocklarachy 
we turn right towards 
the railway track 
where we turn right 
again.

At an underpass we 
walk under the rail, 
past Greenhaugh and 
over the river Bogie. 

Author George 
MacDonald (1824 - 
1905) grew up at 
The Farm, Ba'hill 
near Huntly. He 
was a poet and 
pioneering figure 
in the field of 
fantasy literature. 
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Pass the farm and 
follow the track to 
the right to get to 
Beechgrove bungalow, 
then left up the 
Clashmach hill.

Turn left onto the 
road. After 100m 
cross over and into a 
field on the right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Walk up the edge of 
the field to its end, 
keeping the burn on 
your right. Cross the 
burn and its fences.
Then walk along 
the edge of the field 
towards Tullochbeg 
farm. 

Clashmach (Gaelic: 
fold of the pig!) 
is the highest 
point on the 
route. It commands 
great views over 
Huntly to the 
north and towards 
the Cairngorm 
Mountains to the 
south.
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From the Clashmach 
summit with its trig 
point the path heads 
down and south 
towards a farm road.

Here we turn right 
and walk for another 
kilometre past 
Wellheads farm.

Turn left down 
through a path 
along a field to the 
Edinglassie road.

e.

From here we walk 
right towards the 
Huntly – Dufftown 
road.

We turn left and 
walk over the river 
Deveron on the road.

20km

TAKE CARE: 
DANGEROUS ROAD
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After 300m turn onto 
the road signposted to 
the Falconry Centre. 

After 1.5km we reach 
the small road to 
Drumdelgie House 
where we turn left. 

Huntly Falconry 
Centre holds 
birds of prey 
demonstrations 
throughout the 
season, where 
owls, hawks, 
falcons and 
eagles can be seen 
flying. They also 
have a herd of 
deer and a small 
café.
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Walk past the farm 
and along a forest 
path.
 

At the T-junction we 
go right for about 
2km. The path swings 
right at a cottage with 
a cast iron postbox 
towards Ashgrove 
Filling Station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slow Marathon 2019
A Circle around Huntly

Cross the road onto a 
path that leads into 
the Bin Forest, and 
walk along near the 
edge of the woods. 

After about 2km the 
path forks: go left for 
1km. 

 

Supplies can be 
topped-up here

TAKE CARE: 
DANGEROUS ROAD
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At the end of the 
track, turn right and 
walk for about 1km 
past the Roadburn 
settlement to a forked 
junction. 

Turn left and follow 
the road as it U-turns 
for about 2km uphill 
past Old Cumrie 
Steading (ignoring all 
paths on the right). 

At another fork after 
a further 1km from 
the Steading, follow 
the path to the right 
towards Cormalet.

ATTENTION:  
easy to get 
lost here!

30km
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At Haddoch we cross 
the road, go over a 
gate into a field.

Walk along a drystone 
wall to the river 
Deveron. Turn 
right and follow the 
riverbank towards 
Huntly.

Just before Cormalet, 
there is a gate on the 
left. Go through it and 
follow the path to the 
right down the hill 
and through the farm. 

We take a left towards  
Haddoch on the 
Huntly-Portsoy road.
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Go south along the 
river against the flow, 
past a few fences and 
Coniecleugh farm and 
behind its container 
hut.

After 4km we reach 
two fishing huts. 
U-turn right here  
onto the path to the 
Castle Hotel. 

The River Deveron, 
known anciently as 
the Dovern, has a 
reputation for its 
Atlantic salmon, 
sea trout and brown 
trout fishing. It 
has its source in 
the Ladder Hills 
between Glenbuchat 
and the Cabrach, 
part of the Grampian 
Mountains and flows 
into the Moray 
Firth. The Deveron 
is "the dark-rolling 
stream Duvranna"  
of James Macpherson's  
Ossian.

Note the path 
gets quite thin 
and overgrown 
here;take care 
when the river 
is in spate.
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42km 
CONGRATULATIONS
YOU HAVE ACHIEVED YOUR MARATHON

We walk through the 
hotel grounds, over 
the Elgin Bridge to 
Huntly Castle and 
following the avenue 
of trees back to 
Huntly Square.

Room to Roam

You go yours 
and I'll go mine 

the many ways we wend 
Many days 

and many ways 
ending in one end 

Many a wrong and its curing song 
many a road and many an inn 

Room to roam but only one home 
for all the world to win 

So you go yours 
and I'll go mine 

and the many many ways we'll wend 
Many days and many ways 

ending in one end

George MacDonald

Author George MacDonald (1824 - 1905) grew 
up at The Farm on Ba'hill. He was a poet and 
pioneering figure in the field of fantasy 

literature,influencing C. S. Lewis and other 
renowned authors such as J.R.R. Tolkien, W.H. 

Auden and Lewis Carroll. Much of his writing was 
based on childhood experiences in Huntly. He wrote 
Phantastes in 1858, which includes the poem Room to 
Roam, later appropriated by the band The Waterboys 
for their like-named album. In 2009 the song and 

its title were adopted by Huntly’s community as its 
anthem and brand.
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Slow Marathon is an annual 42km/26miles 
themed walking route developed by Deveron 
Projects. Celebrating the human pace, it is both 
an endurance event as well as a poetic act that 
brings together friendship, physical activity 
and the appreciation of our landscapes in their 
geo-political settings. 


