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(culture Collective)

open call Room to GROW:

mailto:info%40deveron-projects.com?subject=Project%20Manager%20Job
http://www.deveron-projects.com


SMALL PRINTSMALL PRINT
Based in the rural market town of Huntly in the north-east of 
Scotland, acclaimed arts organisation Deveron Projects has 
been connecting artists, communities and place through creative 
research and engagement since 1995. Rooted in socially-
engaged cultural practice, Deveron Projects is linking the local 
with the global through a wide range of cultural residency based 
projects, while playing a key role in the regeneration of the town 
as a pioneer of place-based cultural work. 

Our definition of culture is broad. For us it is a way to explore 
and understand a wide range of socio-political subjects, never 
shying away from the difficult current issues. In the past those 
have included food, ecology, the environment, health, community 
planning, and our relationship to other countries and migration. 

Deveron Projects is a regular funded partner of Creative Scotland 
(RFO) and a part of the Culture Collective network led by Creative 
Scotland. This is matched by a broad range of support from other 
agencies, which has ensured that we have been able to deliver an 
ambitious and creative programme.

Deveron Projects currently has a core staff of four people: 
Director, Natalia Palombo; Project Manager, Matthew Evans; 
Arts and Community Worker, Jess Carnegie; Producer, Robyn 
Wolsey. Our core team is complemented with project staff, interns 
and resident artists. Deveron Projects and our placement in a 
rural market town provides a unique relationship with home and 
work. We are all committed to creating and maintaining a positive 
work culture, both productive and supportive of everyone in the 
team and their needs. If you would like to talk to us about our 
experience of working at Deveron Projects, please get in touch. 

www.deveron-projects.com
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Deadline for expressions of interest: 1 August 2021
Deadline for applications: 22 August 2021
Eligibility: Artists must be based in Scotland and outside of 
full-time education
Fee: £18,380
The fee is equivelent to six months full-time at Scottish Artist 
Union rates for 5+ years experience, but we welcome proposals 
for how to spend that time over an 18-month period (preferably 
Spring - Summer 2022 for seasonal reasons). 
Production budget: Up to £10,000 (in agreement with Deveron 
Projects)
Other resources: Accommodation will be provided in kind for residents 
and collaborators.

a brief briefa brief brief
We’re looking for artists based in Scotland to work with us over 
the next 18 months to explore the relationship between art and 
ecology; our green spaces at Deveron Projects and in the town; 
how we can share these as community resources, for pleasure, 
food production and medicine; how plants and growing points to 
history/gaps in history.
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briefbrief
As part of the Culture Collective programme, Deveron Projects is inviting artists based in Scotland to work with us 
from 2021-23 through three open calls: Room to Fail; Room to Grow; Room to do anything you like (released soon). 
The Culture Collective is a network of creative practitioners, organisations and communities, working together to create a 
positive difference both locally and nationally.

Room to Grow

Deveron Projects has a rich history of exploring the 
importance of agriculture and our relationship to the land 
as part of a creative programme. Projects such as Town is 
the Garden attempted to rethink how a community might 
feed itself as it faces up to the global climate and ecological 
emergency through crafting gardens, vegetable plots and 
orchards. White Wood, a project led by artist Caroline 
Wendling, erected a living monument to peace - a wood of 
thousands of trees that will continue to grow for hundreds 
of years in the Bin Forest. This sculpture provides constant 
opportunities to consider what an art work is and can be in 
the context of our town. Weeping Willow Tree (artist: Clemens 
Wilhelm), on the other hand, used the symbolic history of 
trees to talk about international politics with a wide range of 
audiences. The community’s relationship to this tree forces us 
to re-evaluate socially-engaged arts practice and the role of 
politics or politicians in arts organisations. 

Through this project, we invite an artists or a collective to 
develop a project over 6 - 18 months to explore the relationship 
between art and ecology; our green spaces at Deveron Projects 

and more broadly in Huntly and how we can share these are community 
resources, for pleasure, food production and medicine; how plants and 
growing points to history/gaps in history. 

In the framework of The Town is the Venue, Deveron Projects has 
nurtured numerous greenspaces across Huntly, whilst also developing 
sustainable food projects such as a new bakery and supporting the 
purchase of community resources including a state-of-the-art flour mill 
(currently used by a local organic farm) and an apple press. Our recent 
chef residency, Square Meal, tested the possibilities of collaboration 
between a chef and artist in residence at Deveron Projects. We’re 
interested in continuing to develop practical resources for our town but 
also delving into the theoretical and historical context of food cultures 
and our relationship to land, both home and away. 

We’d like to know how you would like to explore these themes, 
what outcomes you may produce, and how and with whom 
you would like to produce them. Alongside the fee, we have a 
production budget of approximately £10,000.
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We are inviting expressions of interest in this call, 
prior to a full application. In the next stage, we’ll 
invite artists/collectives to submit a full application, 
offering a fee of £250 to each applicant. 

In your expression of interest, please include:

-    Approximately 1 A4 page outlining how your  
     practice has addressed these themes and what  
     you would like to explore through this project.  
     Please reference existing work via link(s) or   
     portfolio.
 
-    a proposed schedule  
      (this could be a 6-month, full-time residency,      
      or any alternative arrangement for that amount  
      of  time. We welcome some remote working  
      but please note that presence in Huntly is       
      important)

apply!
Expression 
of interest

Applications can also be made as a video or audio recording.  
Expressions of interest should be sent to Natalia at natalia@
deveron-projects.com. If you’d like to discuss this opportunity 
please email Natalia or call 01466 794 494.
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