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Scotland has gained a lot of interest in the past few years among European media and public. 
Even though most Europeans could point Scotland out on a map, politically and culturally it was 
more often seen as a part of a wider UK than a country with a distinct culture and society of its 
own. Today, largely due to the high media coverage of the Scottish referendum in 2015, and due 
to our country’s distinct politics and interests towards Europe post EU referendum, there is an 
enthusiastic interest on Scotland, its culture and achievements.  
 
Based on a wide scepticism about Brexit and its consequences, many people feel that Scotland is 
different – more politically aware, enlightened and ‘cool’. There is an aura around Scotland that 
blends tradition with the contemporary: fresh air with a sense of community, under-discovered 
wilderness with grass-root ideas. Many people are proud of being in Europe and what this has 
achieved, but many also loathe Brussels’ bureaucracy. Scotland is the kind of country that can 
contribute to shaping a federal Europe that is: mindful of its places, people, cultures and 
environment, based on the fundamental rights of peace, democracy, freedom, equality, solidarity 
and citizen participation. 
 
There is a cultural momentum in Europe now that Scotland could bank on. Our initial research 
showed that there is a broadly enthusiastic reception towards the idea of a form of cultural 
representation for Scotland that is distinct from that offered by UK institutions. A group with 
representatives from Creative Scotland, Scottish Government, Deveron Projects and the artist 
community was formed in February 2018 to develop this idea further. We need to discuss how we 
can best achieve realistic, practical and imaginative ways forward to develop an alternative 
Scottish representation in Europe. What role can Scotland play in Europe post-Brexit? How can we 
best maintain and build relationships in future with the available resources? Unlike traditional 
cultural institutes who operate at government level with significant budgets, we are looking for 
more flexible and more creative ways forward. 
 
 
Amanda Catto is Head of Visual Arts who developed the Visual Arts Strategy for Scotland and 
initiated a range of high profile international projects including Scotland + Venice. Amanda will be 
chairing the discussions of the day. 
 
Claudia Zeiske is Director of Deveron Projects who has undertaken over the past year research 
into the perception of Scotland in Europe through her Home to Home walk from Huntly to near 
Munich, as well as face-to-face discussion with cultural stakeholders. Claudia will be presenting 
the research and ideas discussed by a newly founded steering group to date. 
 
Ania Bas is a UK based artist originally from Poland whose works across text, performance, 
publishing and social engagement create situations that support dialogue and exchange. Her talk 
at the panel explores dissonance created by Brexit in the UK. 
 
Roderick Buchanan is a Scottish artist working in the fields of film, photography and installation 
who has worked regularly throughout Europe since graduating from Glasgow School of Art in 
1989. Roddy will explore with us the potential constraints and opportunities for working beyond 
Brexit from a globally minded artist’s perspective. 
 
Alexandra Stein	is the Head of the Scottish Government Innovation and Investment Hub in 
Germany which opened in Berlin in April this year. Alexandra will give an update on their work, 
including in relation to cultural matters and opportunities. 
 
Küche is a multicultural kitchen for all that promotes integration through food led events, community dinners 
and catering in collaboration with multicultural cooks, www.kueche.co.uk. 
 
www.deveron-projects.com	


