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Y ou would think
being known as
“the man who cut
the rope” would

be a pretty tough pill to
swallow for mountaineer
Simon Yates. But on the
contrary, he has learned to
take it in his stride.

S i m o n ’ s n i c k n a m e
springs from his well-doc-
umented climb up Peru’s
Siula Grande in 1985, with
fellow climber Joe Simp-
son, when, after becoming
trapped on their descent,
Simon had to make the im-
possible decision to cut the
cord between him and Joe
– who was presumed dead
– to save himself from be-
ing dragged off the moun-
tainside.

Thankfully, Simon and
Joe lived to tell the tale and,
in the near-30 years since,
the story has become the
stuff of legend, immor-
talised most famously in
the film Touching the Void.
So, a happy ending, no
harm done, and that’s
that.

But to this day, the topic
comes up regularly in con-
versations, at public events

and, well, interviews like
this one.

Does he mind talking
about it still?

“Given the choice, I
would rather talk as I am
now about the other climbs
I’ve done. But I understand
it’s a reference point for
people and journalists.
Partly because, with any of
these tales, it sells to a cer-
tain extent and it’s a story
that they know very well,”
said Simon.

Reading up on his stag-
gering list of achievements
in the decades since “that
climb”, it’s understandable
why Simon’s enduring
nickname is pretty unfair.
As a fearless mountaineer,
he has scaled some of the
world ’s most remote
mountains, includingLeyla
Peak and Nemeka in Pak-
istan’s Hushe region, and

made the first British as-
cent of Khan Tengri in
Kazakhstan.

At the moment, he is
tending to a self-pro-
claimed “love affair” with
South America, with regu-
lar treks around the Tierra
del Fuego archipelago. He’s
also an accomplished
writer, successful speaker
and much-loved family
man.

Given that he is all these
things, I asked what he
would prefer to be known
as.

“I suppose, if I had the
choice, I would just say that
I’m a man who is enthusi-
astic and passionate about
mountaineering and wild
places,” he said simply.

It’s this directness and
lackofpompthathasmade
Simon such a hit on the
speakers’ circuit – his most

recent appointment being
at the Room to Roam Fes-
tival, which begins tomor-
row at Huntly. Devised by
Deveron Arts, the festival
features an array of events
and activities based on the
town’s brand – also Room
to Roam – which Simon’s
philosophy fits very well
with.

During his trip to the
north-east, he will accom-
pany artist Stuart McAdam
and members of the public
on a safari-style walk along
the former railway lines
linking the Moray coast
and the Aberdeenshire
heartland, and will also de-
liver an engaging talk dur-
ing which he will share
some stories of his more re-
cent challenges.

“It will be tales of der-
ring-do; definitely some
anecdotes, and hopefully
a fair bit of humour.
Obviously, people will get
to see some images of
places that they are pretty
unlikely to have seen be-
cause they’re so hard to
reach, and also that they
are fairly unlikely to get to
themselves. So I’m saving
them the time and bother,”
he said playfully.

For Simon, his fascina-
tion with the outdoors has
always been connected to a
quest for two things – es-
capism and renewal. How-
ever, the required person-
ality traits for such a life, he
added, include “obsessive-

Tales of derring-do
in the wild places

Ahead of his trip to the north-
east, mountaineer Simon Yates
tells Andrew Youngson what
life is like beyond ‘the void’

ness”, “willpower” and “a
tinge of madness”.

As such, he probably
wouldn’t recommend
just anyone trying to be-
come a mountaineer in re-
mote and dangerous
locations across the globe.
T h a t s a i d , h e i s a n
advoca t e fo r peop l e
getting off their sofas
to explore the world out-

doors, as audience mem-
bers at his Room to Roam
talk will find out.

“Hopefully it is inspira-
tional,” he said of his talk.

“Mostly what I set out to
do is entertain, but if peo-
ple take away with them
some inspiration and a
sense of awe of the natural
world, then that’s a real
bonus.”

■ Simon Yates will appear
at the inaugural Room to
Roam Festival, organised
by Deveron Arts, which
runs at Huntly from
tomorrow, August 9, to
Sunday, August 11. Simon’s
walking tour and talk both
take place on Sunday. For
further details, including
ticket information, visit
www.deveron-arts.com

OUTDOORS CHOICE Room to Roam is a state of mind W hen Victorian-
era writer
George MacDon-

ald penned the poem
Room to Roam, he proba-
bly didn’t realise how im-
portant it would become
to the people of his home-
town of Huntly.

Well over a century af-
ter the prolific writer’s
death, the poem’s title
now forms the backbone
of the town’s brand, cap-
turing its essence and
spinning out into numer-
ous cultural and outdoors
initiatives that aim to put
the town on the map.

The latest of these en-
deavours – the eponymous
Room to Roam Festival –
has been designed to
spread the word of every-
thing Huntly has to offer.

“We want to show peo-
ple that Huntly is a really
great place,” said Claudia
Zeiske, director of De-
veron Arts, the creative or-
ganisation behind this
weekend’s festival.

“It’s a really pretty place
with a lovely square, a
Nordic ski centre, castle
and, well, all this room to
roam.”

The “room” Claudia
refers to is more than just
geographical. She ex-
plained it’s also a state of
mind that encapsulates
the spirit of the people
and demonstrates the cen-

tral idea of the festival –
bringing walking and cul-
ture together.

This has been the spark
for the series of events
taking place across the
festival weekend which
explore the boundaries be-
tween the two. It is pre-
sent in all the events, from
musician Paul Anderson’s
live performance with the
Strathspey Fiddlers, to Si-
mon Yates’s appearance
and artist Stuart
McAdam’s Lines Lost pro-
ject – a creative project
which explores the impact
of the Beeching cuts when
train lines local to Huntly
were among those to be
closed.

The festival has been
funded by a £100,000
prize gifted by Creative
Scotland to Huntly in

recognition of the town’s
status as the most creative
place in the country with
a population under
10,000. The award is also
being put towards estab-
lishing a walking institute
and a cultural fund.

Around 40 artists and
groups in the area have
been commissioned by
Deveron Arts, and many
will demonstrate the fruits
of their cultural endeav-
ours during the weekend’s
festivities, such as a per-
formance by the official
Room to Roam choir.

“We really want to show
what Huntly has on offer,”
said Claudia.

“Just imagine, over 40
groups are here who have
a cultural interest. That’s
great for a town of only
4,000 people.”

Claudia
Zeiske,

director of
Deveron

Arts

Above: mountaineer Simon Yates.
Above left: Simon climbing Mount Vancouver in 2009
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Departing September 27,
October 25 &November 22, 2013



Organised by Omega Holidays plc, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability.
† Our price includes your flights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget. However, at your time of booking, should the cost
of your flight exceed this budget, we reserve the right to charge a supplement, which we will advise you of at this time

LONDONWEEKEND
BY AIR

London is known the world
over for its spectacular
sights; royal history and
traditions; fabulous
West End shows and
fantastic shopping.
So why not join one of our
superb London breaks and
enjoy a glittering weekend
in this amazing capital city.

Return flight from Aberdeen
or Inverness airports to
London†; airport taxes and
return transfer from the
airport to the hotel
2 nights stay at the 4 star
Tower Guoman hotel
with continental breakfast
Free time in London for
shopping and sightseeing

3 DAYS
FROM

£369.95
PP

For brochure call01224 338004 quoting AB147/IV147
or email holidaybrochures@ajl.co.uk

To book call01524 37500 quoting ABN

Visitwww.pressandjournaltravel.co.uk
The Press and Journal, Holiday Brochures, PO Box 43, Lang Stracht,
Mastrick, Aberdeen AB15 6DF
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