
Slow Marathon 2013 Route 
Take your life and your legs in your own hands: you walk at your own risk!        

Place Route Description Notes 
Start at Upper Cabrach  
Phone box 

Up the road past the Kirk. Cabrach means "Place of 
Trees” or “Wooded Place” 
in Scottish Gaelic, and was 
an ancient royal hunting 
forest. 

 
Upper Cabrach Kirk 

Continue on the road past the picturesque church, 
and cross over the Deveron as it flows from its 
headwaters in the hills to your left. The road leads to 
Aldunie farm. 

Although the Cabrach is 
treeless today you can still 
see tree remains in the 
peat bogs. 

 
Aldunie Farm 

The route turns left or South here; after a small 
wooden bridge made of tree logs you get to the now 
ruined farm of  Aldivalloch. 

Originally a ‘clachan’ with 
7 or 8 families, Aldivalloch 
means ‘the burn of the 
pass’ 

 
Aldivalloch 

From here go right, uphill till you reach Dead Wife’s 
Hillock. 540m 
 

Roy's wife of Aldivalloch, 
Roy's wife of Aldivalloch, 
Wat ye how she cheated me, 
As I came o'er the braes of 

Balloch? 

Dead Wife’s Hillock, 540 m Enjoy the view towards the Cairngorms and then 
downwards towards to the Blackwater River. 

The hills of Dorenell ahead 
of you across the 
Blackwater are the subject 
of a major windfarm 
planning application. 

 
Blackwater River 

Turn right before you hit the river; keep on this path 
for a while. You see remains of a bridge on the left 
towards Blackwater Lodge.  
(This was one of the hunting lodges of the Dukes of 
Richmond and Gordon on the 40,000 acre 
Blackwater, Cabrach & Glenfiddich Estates.) 

Attention burn crossings.  

 
Blackwater Bridge 

Continue your path to the east side of the river, 
crossing a number of burns till you eventually get to 
a gate leading to forestry land. 

If you crossed the river 
here, instead of turning 
right, you would reach 
Glenlivet. 

Gate at Forestry land Go through the gate along a clearly defined path, till 
you get to a clearing with young trees. 

 

Clearing with young trees Here watch out. Don’t go straight on, but go to the 
right. Till the end of that direction. At the next 
clearing… 

Watch out for path 

Next clearing Cross a wee burn (don’t go left or right but the path 
that swings up to the left) and follow the flags . Keep 
going, till you get to another gate, leaving the forest. 

Watch out for path 



 

 
Gate leaving forest 

Here you go straight down to the redundant farm of 
Upper Ardwell. 

Sitka spruce is a large non-
native coniferous tree 
growing to almost 100 m 
tall. 

Upper Ardwell Keep to the right along the path downhill to the 
Rhynie Cabrach Road. Where you find a barrel 
workshop and the Grouse Inn.  

The derelict farm on the 
hill to your left as is the 
Shenval...a former hiding 
place or safe house for the 
“heather priests” during 
the “troublesome times” 
of the Reformation. 

 
Grouse Inn 

From here turn left along the tarmac public road. 
Continue a short distance until you see the signpost 
for “Acorn” on your right. Go downhill here. 

Beware traffic. 
Opportunity to buy food 
or drink. The Grouse Inn 
has 237 different malt 
whiskies to try.....but 
remember you have a long 
way to walk!! 

Small road on right, signed 
“Acorn” 

Turn left over the bridge to the Acorn Centre, the 
former school of the Cabrach 

The School closed in 2011; 
it had 2 pupils then. 

  
Acorn Center 

From the Acorn continue on the small road for a 
minute till you get to the public Cabrach – Glass 
road.  

Toilet facilities. Water 
stop. 
The Grouse Inn + ACORN 
are at a crossroads of 4 
ancient droving routes. 

Cabrach-Glass road Turn right. After a few minutes, round the bends 
above a large house, you see a bridge on the right 
over the river Deveron  

Beware of traffic.   

Bridge over River Deveron  Cross the bridge and continue along the tarmac road 
for ca 2 km, till you come to the farm of Tomnaven. 

 

 
Farm of Tomnaven 

The tarmac surface ends here in the unoccupied 
farm. Skirt all the way round the farm buildings to 
the right. At the far end of the buildings, aim for a 
field gate in the distance, diagonally down to the 
left.  Give any cattle a wide berth as you cross this 
field. The next stage of the route generally follows 
the course of the river. Watch out for any burn 
crossings. 

Attention mud 

 
Burn crossing 

Keep going along the Deveron, until you arrive at an 
old farm building. Pass through the new field gate 
and follow the track to the left, BELOW the building. 

Attention slippery over 
burns 

 
Redundant Farm 

Keep going down towards the river, and generally 
follow the line of the telegraph poles. Aim for the 
large whitewashed  house on the hillside ahead of 
you, on the other side of the river. Continue until 
you reach a hanging footbridge below the white 
house. This is Mill of Lynebain 

 



 
Bridge at Mill of Lynebain 

Continue past the bridge on the lower path. This 
swings up past farm buildings in good condition. 
Continue in the same direction and on between a 
small rocky outcrop ahead of you on your right on 
open pasture, and a telegraph pole on the left. 

Lynebain means “light-
coloured” and refers to 
the haugh or old 
floodplain of the river. 

Path uphill Continue in this direction, till you reach the farm of 
The Gouls. This is currently unoccupied but being 
renovated. Once past the upper buildings on your 
right, and across the shallow stream, you arrive at a 
junction in the track. 

Apparently Gouls has no 
connection to Zombies, 
but refers to the “fork” 
between three burns.  

The Gouls Turn left and continue past the lower farm buildings 
for a few kilometres. You will eventually pass a 
signposted track to Succoth on your right. Shortly 
after this, the route swings round to the left and 
becomes tarmac as it passes a house on the right 
and new cottage opposite on the left.  

Stunning views back up 
the Deveron Valley behind 
you. The rocky peak is 
Craigdorney, allegedly 
with a fortified summit. 
Ahead tot he right is Craigs 
of Succoth...or “snouts”. 

 
Sharp bend with bins / 
Unclassified public tarmac road 

The route now follows this public, but very quiet, 
road. Keep going straight ahead for approximately 5 
kms, passing Plylands and the Malach on your right. 
You eventually arrive at a farmhouse on the left. This 
is Cairnargat farm cottage. 

Spot pretty Beldorney 
Castle poking through the 
trees on far side of river. 
Just below Beldorney is 
the ancient “Wallakirk”, 
named after St Wallach. 
Enjoy the natural native 
woodland above and 
below the road. 

Cairnargat Continue along the road, past the pond, until you 
reach the track to the next farm of Terryhorn on 
your left. Opposite the Terryhorn farm track, turn 
right into the woods (through iron gate). 

Water stop at Cairnargat 

Junction on the right towards 
Brown Hill 

Go through the iron gate continue following the 
track ahead of you and walk round Brown Hill for ca 
3 km. (Ignore all tracks to your left). Continue till you 
reach a gate and bridge. 

As the beautiful view 
opens on the right hand 
side you can see a skyline 
plantation to the right and 
a bare hill top ridge 
straight ahead. This is the 
Clashmach. 

Bridge Turn sharp right  and continue uphill past Lower 
Gordonsburn farm along the Glen Burn on tarmac 
road for ca 2 km. Till you see a sign post for 
Bailliesward. 

 

Bailliesward 

 

At the sign turn sharp left, through gate, with the 
redundant cottage of Saughs [“willows”] on your 
left. Continue straight ahead and just before this 
track bends round to the right,   take the first track 
on the left.  

Watch out for bend! 
“Land where the baillies or 
custodians of the town 
and Castle kept their 
livestock.” 

Forest Path First left 

 
 

Continue following this forestry track. It will turn 
sharply to the right. Ignore the next junction to the 
left, and keep going straight ahead on the level. 
After a further 500 metres in the forest you will 
arrive at a gate where the track leaves the forest.  
It continues faintly ahead of you onto open hill 
pasture leading towards the Clashmach Hill, the 
highest point of which is straight ahead of you. 

 



 
Gate at end of forest track 

Pass through the gate and go straight ahead on the 
open pasture, following the occasionally obvious 
path, favouring your right. Follow the line of the 
individual trees on your right (and a fence behind 
them).  
 

An aircraft allegedly flew 
into the steep hillside 
above you on the right 
during WWII. 

 
View of Clashmach Hill  

Walk towards the top of the hill following the 
contour line . [It is easier to do this than to try a 
straight line, going down and then back uphill.] 

The name Clashmach 
derives from a dip or a 
furrow, and describes the 
saddle-like shape when 
viewed from Huntly. 

 
Clashmach Hill, 375 m 

After a short stretch of steep climb, you arrive at the 
Clashmach Hill trig point, and you will see Huntly 
below. 

Hurray!!! 
Trig point = Triangulation 
Station. 

  
View of Huntly 

Turn left for 200 yards. You will see a gate ahead of 
you on the ridge, but before you reach it, turn right 
towards Huntly and cross over a stile on the fence 
below you. 

A beacon fire was lit here 
for Queen Victoria’s 
Jubilee; it was claimed 
that 30 other hilltop 
beacons could be seen 
that night. 

 
Stile on the right 

You reach another stile on the way down the hill; 
cross it and go straight downhill, eventually passing 
through the edge of a garden and bungalow, till you 
hit a tarmac road.; keep going down past Huntly 
Mart till you reach the A96. 

 

Huntly Mart, and A96 Turn right along the main road verge to the major 
round about. Cross this very busy road at the 
roundabout, aiming for Asda 

Caution A96 crossing 

 
ASDA 

Head straight to Huntly Square and the Brander 
Building which contains the public library. 
 

Asda Stores Limited is an 
American owned, British 
supermarket chain. Asda is 
the UK's second largest 
chain by market share 
after Tesco. 

 
Brander Building 

You will find the entrance to the Deveron Arts office 
in McVeagh Street at the back of the Brander 
Building 

Certificates, Tea, Cake, 
Footbath, stretching 
The Brander Institute was 
gifted to the town by 
stockbroker William 
Brander for the education 
of adults. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
You have finished your 26mls/42 km marathon 

 

  

      
 


