
Slow Marathon 2016 Route 
Take your life and your legs in your own hands: you walk at your own risk!        

Place Route Description Notes 

  

We start on Huntly Square and 
head along Deveron Street, 
turning right between the two 
cemeteries. 
 
 
 
 

The Deveron (Scottish 
Gaelic: Dubh Èireann), is 
known anciently as the 
Dovern. The river has a 
length of 60 miles (97 km), 
and has a reputation for its 
Atlantic salmon, sea trout 
and brown trout fishing.  
The river has its source in 
the Ladder Hills, part of the 
Grampian range. It begins as 
a small stream among peaty 
and heather covered country 
before entering the rolling 
lowlands of fertile farmland. 
The two main streams in its 
upper course are the Alt 
Deveron and the Black 
Water. 17 miles downstream 
from the river's source, it 
passes through Huntly, 
where it is joined by the 
River Bogie. 
The Deveron is "the dark-
rolling stream Duvranna" of 
James Macpherson's 
Ossian. 
Four miles on the second 
tributary, the River Isla flows 
in. From this point on the 
Deveron becomes a mature 
river, pursuing a winding 
course through Turriff; finally 
flowing into the Moray Firth 
between Banff and Macduff. 

  

Just before the end of the road, 
take the steps at the right of the 
bridge; walk along the River 
Deveron, heading downstream; 
past the Huntly Nordic Ski Centre 
and through the play park.  
 
 

  

At the car park turn left over the 
bridge, past the castle and over 
the Elgin Bridge towards the 
Castle Hotel. 
 
 

  

Pass around the Castle Hotel, to 
meet a T-junction. Turn right, onto 
the farm track, heading down to 
the Deveron. We turn left and 
walk ca 7k along the riverbank to 
the Bridge of Isla. We pass under 
an iron railway bridge along the 
route. 

  

After a stile, we skirt around the 
new planting and up towards the 
road, crossing the Bridge of Isla. 
We follow the road then turn right 
towards Rothiemay. 
 
 

  

We walk for ca 3k, to Rothiemay 
War memorial. Here we turn right. 
Just after the shop we find a little 
lane on the left side of the road 
that leads back to the Deveron. 
 
 

  

We follow the path for about 6k 
along the riverbank (heading 
downstream).  
 
 
 
 
  

  

A number of stiles, steps and 
fences have to be passed. 
 
After the flooding a lot of turnips 
came on shore. You might still 
see some. 
 
  



  

After ca 6k from Rothiemay, we 
reach a footbridge on Mayen 
Estate. 

 

  

We cross the bridge and turn 
right; now walking against the 
flow of the Deveron… 

Careful, lambs in 
field.  
 
Stay on the riverbank.  
 
It looks dense but there is 
a way through! 

   

We navigate along the banks of 
the river. 

 

  

Careful Mud! Head up 
the bank, don’t try and 
cross! 

 

  

We see the bridge at Rothiemay 
again from the distance.  
 
We go under the bridge and … 

 

 

…continue along the river path, 
past Avochie estate and fishing 
hut, for about 7k; 

 

  

passing several gates and burns; 
alongside neep and other fields 
until… 

Please keep on the 
edge of the fields. 

Caution: burn to 
cross! 

  

…we see the old Kinnoir 
Cemetery.  
 
We walk once round the 
cemetery and… 

Note: you can walk 
inside the cemetery 
or around it on the 
outside; as you 
prefer. 



  

… then over the railway along the 
road till you come to a junction 
after ca 2k.  
 
Turn right here. 

 

  

Walk for ca 200m and turn right 
towards a scrapyard.  
 
Pass the yard to the left, through 
the gate and head up to the 
woods. Turn right at the next 
junction. 

 

  

We follow the forestry track for ca 
3k until we reach a gate. Here we 
turn right. 
 
Soon the path bends to the left 
downhill and follows the rail track 
for another kilometre. 

Careful, don’t take 
wrong turns!  

  

We reach a rail bridge and turn 
right and soon left again along 
Pirriesmill farm (now ruined). 
 
After 500 m we reach the road. 

 

  

We turn right, over the Bogie 
bridge and take the steps on the 
left hand side down to the river.  
 
At the river we turn right and walk 
for 1k along the bank, until we 
reach a gate. Enter into the play 
park, and up to the road.  

   

We turn right onto Gladstone 
Road and walk till the end.  
Here we turn left and walk up 
Bogie and Duke Street to Huntly 
Square. 
Deveron Arts can be found in the 
library building; please walk round 
the building to get to the 
entrance. 

Certificates, Tea, 
Cake, Footbath, 
stretching 

The Brander Institute was 
gifted to the town by 
stockbroker William Brander 
for the education of adults. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
You have finished your 26mls/42 km marathon 

 

 

 
 


